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THERE IS NO ROAD BACK 
“They who go forth, 
Come back changed or dead.” 


Now we are in it, officially. And that 
makes a lot of difference. It tips the 
scale of victory toward the side for 
which we have been rooting all along. 
It makes a great difference in many 
other ways about which we have not 
found time to think yet. 

For the moment, being far away 

from the fighting and having exper- 
ienced nothing more frightening than 
a few unfounded air raid alarms, there 
is still a great deal of juvenile excite- 
ment about. The drug store strategists 
are having their brief day. Air raid 
wardens stand guard on the corners, 
and yet they would probably be the 
most surprised were a raid really to 
occur. 
What was the feeling most common 
the first few days after we entered the 
war? Surprise? Shock? Apprehension? 
These were prevalent. But there were 
also very many who felt relief. At last 
“it went and happened.” No more of 
that tension of the past year and a half 
which was enough to drive many to 
distraction: Will we, or won't we? 
Should I, or shouldn’t I? Now the situ- 
ation is simple and relatively clear. A 
great burden has been lifted. For the 
next year, or two, or three, as long as 
the war lasts, we will know just what 
we have to do. There can be little 
speculation on the matter. 

What next? Victory, of course. This 
too is a matter on which there is com- 
plete agreement, more so than in any 
other previous war. It is beyond ques- 
tion that, with the possible exception 
of paid agents of the enemy, there is 
not a soul in the country who has any 
doubts about the absolute desirability 
of victory over the Axis. 

It may be premature to ask: and 
after victory, what will follow? The 
time is not yet ripe for the popular 
mind to formulate this question, since 
even the realization that things can 
never be the same again has not even 
begun to penetrate consciousness. It 
should. It is of the greatest importance 
to know, even now, that there cannot 
be and there will not be a return to the 
past, whether we liked that past or not 

Most of the dying and suffering is 
‘still ahead of us. But victory seems cer- 
tain and the majority will emerge at 
the other end of the night of war. 
What will that new world and the 
people in it be like? 

It has been pointed out innumerable 
times that this is a negative war, a fight 
against something rather than for 
something. True enough. But the al- 
most total lack of prophets—true or 
false—and their followers, is a little 
frightening none the less. As recently 
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as the first world war there was a mob 
of preachers who offered blueprints of 
a heaven on earth—socialists of fifty- 
seven varieties and what have you. But 
now, try it on yourself and see what 
recipe most appeals to you. Dictator- 
ship of the proletariat? Monarchy? 
Unrestricted, anarchic freedom which 
lets aggression grow strong? Or its 
opposite? 

Many of these have been tried and 
the results were disappointing. With- 
out much faith and conviction in their 
utility, the shrivelled remnants of one- 
time strong political movements still 
offer their wares to an indifferent pub- 
lic. But there is none that really evokes 
any response or faith. 

Democracy. We are in a war against 
an anti-democratic totalitarian bloc. 
After the war is over democracy will be 


established throughout the world. It 
sounds reasonable, and even attractive, 
despite depressions and other serious 
ailments of this system. But fascism 
grew within a democratic environment, 
and to prevent a repetition of the pro- 
cess, democracy will have to change 
some of its ways. 

Besides, there can be no full return 
to the past, may we wish for it ever so 
ardently. There can be no saying: let 
us forget all about the war and start 
again as if nothing had happened. 
Something far-reaching and deep will 
have happened. 

Fight the war we must and we will. 
How much easier it would be if we also 
had a clear idea of what we wished to 
have on that day when the living 
return to the ways of peace. 

SHLOMO KATZ. 
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OUR UNEQUIVOCAL OBLIGATIONS 


AULA 


Swrce PEARL HARBOR, THE INTELLECTUAL AND 
‘ emotional content of our lives has undergone a 
great simplification. We are aware of a few truths, so 
elementary that they hardly need stating: We are 
Americans, so we know that Hitler and his satellites 
must be overcome if our country is to survive. We are 
citizens of a great democracy, so we know that fascist 
aggression must be crushed, if a free world is to 
emerge from the agony of this war. We are Jews, 
so we know that the triumph of Hitlerism means the 
enslavement of every oppressed people. American 
Jews have a triple stake in the outcome of this strug- 
gle—as lovers of their country, as lovers of liberty, 
and as members of a religious and racial minority 
which was the first to feel the full infamy of the Nazi 
attack on civilization. Jewish suffering was the weath- 
er-vane which foretold the fury of the tempest that 
was to overwhelm the world. The fate of the mar- 
tyred Jewries of Europe, as the fate of Ethiopia, bore 
the character of an unwilling prophecy—a prophecy 
which went unheeded. We are the chief witness 
against the criminal before the ultimate tribunal of 
historic justice, and we have no illusions as to what 
befalls those who testify against gangsters, if the 
gangsters escape sentence. 

If America is to make good the costly errors of the 
past—the tragic delays and obstructionism of ap- 
peasers and isolationists—she needs the full energy 
and devotion of every man and woman in the land. 
Just as there can no longer be any evasion for the 
country as a whole, so can there be no evasion for the 
individual citizen. The time for subtleties and argu- 
ment is past. There is no escaping the grim and 
difficult task before us. In the great marshalling of 
man-power upon which the United States is entering, 
every person’s will to victory and readiness for sacri- 
fice, will count. No American, Jew or Gentile, should 
sit back and wait till he is reached by the civil or 
military draft. There are no valid excuses for any 
American; there are particularly no excuses for Amer- 
ican Jews. We say, particularly, because as Jews we 
have the melancholy advantage of understanding even 
better than other sections of the community what a 
catastrophe for every human value an Axis victory 
would be. We have good company in comprehension. 


The Poles of Warsaw, the Dutch of Rotterdam, the 
Greeks who saw the swastika defile Athens, every 
tortured people of the world whose sole sin was to 
be defenselss before bombs and tanks, shares our 
knowledge, but we still enjoy advance information 
of a special sort. We must act in the light of this 
knowledge. 


To those past military age, we say: If the proper 
authorities will have you, take your place as an air- 
raid warden despite your lumbago or your fear of a 
chill. Enroll for a first-aid course even if accidents 
make you faint. Donate blood even if you are no 
husky. These are obligations which cannot be trans- 
ferred or delayed. Such contributions may not be 
tremendous, but they matter in the total effort. 


Of the young, the strong, the able-bodied, greater 
things are asked. As long as the United States Gov- 
ernment is calling for volunteers in any branch of the 
service, our young men should enlist without waiting 
to be called by the draft board. We know that Jews 
are enlisting in as large numbers as any other group. 
We hope they will enlist in numbers far exceeding 
their proportion of the population. ‘There may be no 
Jewish army through which the Jews of Palestine 
and the Axis-held lands, will be able to participate 
as a people in the struggle against the common enemy. 
But since the Axis attack on the United States, every 
American Jew has the opportunity of giving expres- 
sion to both his American patriotism and his sense of 
outrage as a Jew. We can help wipe away the foulest 
blot on the page of history. Our dignity as human 
beings demands no less. We are no longer impotent. 
The sense of helplessness before mounting horrors 
which paralyzed us for so long, is over. All our indig- 
nation, our anguish, our hope for a free world can at 
last be transferred into effective action. The Axis 
neo-barbarism has paid the Jew the honor of identify- 
ing him with the democratic order which it is sworn 
to destroy. Such an honor carries it with it not only 
dangers but responsibilities. Jews who have been in 
the front ranks of the victims will march in the front 
ranks of the fighters against the fascist conspiracy. 
We can offer no greater service to our country. 

THE EDITORS. 





‘dames STAUNCH RESISTANCE of the Red Army 
and the considerable successes it has achieved dur- 
ing the month of December have strengthened the 
fire of hope and courage in the hearts of millions 
throughout the world. The ovation accorded to Win- 
ston Churchill when he referred with admiration to 
the brave fight of the Soviet armies in his speech 
before Congress was in itself an expression of the 
gtatitude which countless multitudes feel toward 
Russia. That Soviet victories are not exaggerated is 
obvious even from German reports. As recently as 
October Hitler boasted that he had destroyed the 
Russian armies and that further organized resistance 
on their part was unthinkable, yet two months later 
he was compelled to admit that in Russia he had met 
the most dangerous enemy of all times, one stronger 
both in numbers and materiel. The Voelkischer 
Beobachter had to concede that Russian soldiers were 
as good fighters as the Germans and even superior to 
them. Since September, 1939 the Nazi armies for the 
first time and unexpectedly met with effective resist- 
ance on land. 

It is a risky business for a layman to attempt to 
analyze the development of military events on the 
Russian front. Nazi defeats there are probably the 
result of a combination of factors, such as the im- 
mense area of Russia—a continent in itself, the 
colossal manpower resources of the Soviet Union 
which are not easily exhausted, the abilities of the 
Soviet commanders (although Tolstoy long ago tried 
to prove that the talents of generals do not decide the 
outcome of battles, and Stalin had done his share in 
“liquidating” a good many capable Soviet army 
leaders), the severe climate in parts of the front, and 
epidemics against which the people of Russia have 
developed a considerable immunity. These factors, 
plus American and British aid, and the existence of 
considerable war industries east of the Volga, have all 
contributed to the favorable situation on the Russian 
front today. 

But important as all these factors may be, singly or 
collectively, they would have been without signific- 
ance were the army and the civilian population of the 
Soviet Union not imbued with a will to victory. With- 
out the ingredient known as “morale” the Soviet 
armies would have folded up after the first severe 
defeat, despite all the advantages enumerated above. 
We must assume that the technological preparedness 
of Russia was well known to the Germans and care- 
fully weighed by them. In past years there has existed 
a friendly and close cooperation between the Red 
Army and the German military establishment. From 
August, 1939, until June, 1941, the period of the 
“Pact,” the Nazis were the only ones who were in a 
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position to obtain military information about the 
Soviet Union. Whatever miscalculations were made 
in Berlin about Russia’s strength, were chiefly in the 
field of misunderstanding the political morale rather 
than the technical preparedness. Berlin expected 
millions of Russians to take advantage of the war to 
“get even” with the Soviet regime for former wrongs, 
and looked forward to the aid of a Fifth Column 
more extensive than any it had encountered in the 
previously occupied countries. The Nazis had hoped 
that’ millions of Soviet peasants who had been im- 
pressed into collectives would mutiny the moment 
the government found itself in difficulties, and would 
even be grateful to the invaders for restoring to them 
their “private property.” An equally important role 
was assigned to the non-Russian national groups in 
the Soviet Union who had not yet resigned all hopes 
of independence. It was expected that tens of millions 
of Ukrainians, Tartars, Armenians, Georgians, let 
alone the Soviet citizens of German descent, would 
willingly cooperate wtih the invading German army 
if they were promised liberation from the Russian 
yoke, and there can be no doubt that the Germans 
would gladly have offered them a form of “sover- 
eignty” like that granted to Slovakia. But all of these 
expectations, so warmly cherished in Berlin, did not 
materialize, just as Trotzky’s prophecy that the Red 
Army would prove its bankruptcy at the first serious 
military clash was proved to be wrong. The Soviet 
army displays a will to victory, the peasants show no 
inclination to rebel and the minority nationalities re- 
main as loyal as the Russians themselves. At one stage 
of the invasion Hitler even appointed a Quisling for 
Russia, some obscure engineer named Zherebkoff. But 
it is characteristic that in his first statement to his “fol- 
lowers” in Russia Zherebkoff found it necessary to in- 
form them that for the present their help might do 
more harm than good and they should “for the mom- 
ent” remain passive. In the Ukraine, too, where during 
the civil war strong anti-Soviet and separatist tenden- 
cies were very much in evidence, the name of Hetman 
Skoropadsky and of Petlura’s one time adjutants 
failed to evoke any enthusiasm. The mood of the 
people was so definitely hostile to the invaders that 
the Nazis even made no pretense at setting up the 
beginnings of an “independent state,” as they did in 
the non-Serb parts of Yugoslavia. Instead they “re- 
united” eastern Galicia, where the Ukrainians are in 
the majority and strongly nationalistic, with that part 
of Poland now known as the Gouvernment General. 

Why did the Nazis fail to find in Russia those 
political sentiments on which they counted so strong- 
ly for the attainment of their strategic aims? How 
explain the almost universal loyalty and the sound 




















JaNuary, 1942 


morale of the Red Army and the civilian population 
in the Soviet Union? (The only exception were the 
several hundred thousand Germans living along the 
Volga, who were declared to be untrustworthy and 
subject to expulsion to Siberia. But even in this case 
it is not impossible that exaggerated fear and morbid 
imagination beclouded an objective evaluation of the 
true loyalties of the Volga Germans). 

The answer to the above questions may not be far 
to seek. In recent years we may have lost the capacity 
to understand simple, native, or, should we say, prim- 
itive, patriotism. There exist adequate grounds for 
assuming that whatever the sentiments of the Russian 
people to the Soviet regime might be, we are in the 
present instance confronted with a simple and ele- 
mentary reaction of a national organism toward an 
attack from the outside. The spontaneous response to 
invasion was from the very beginning biological— 
we are attacked, let us defend ourselves and not allow 
strangers to take by force what is ours and become 
our masters. Such a response is as old as life and 
manifests itself among a savage horde as well as in a 
modern nation or state, if only the latter has not 
degenerated and lost its organic vitality. Why some 
national organisms lose this vitality and in time of 
crisis fail to manifest the bond of strong mutual 
loyalty (as was the case with France, the only country 
that Hitler succeeded in conquering, not only in over- 
running) is a question which it is easier to ask than to 
answer. The Soviet Union proved to be much stronger 
and organically more integrated than many observers 
had expected. In the first world war, too, the mass of 
Russians were activated by a much stronger instinc- 
tive patriotism than many historians are inclined to 
concede. The resistance powers of the Russian army 
and its morale were not as low then as many had tried 
to describe them. Not a lack of patriotism but degen- 
eration and wantonness on the part of the ruling 
clique about the throne of the Czar brought about the 
defeat of Russia in that war. The decadent leadership 
and the large number of aristocratic ne’er do wells 
who led the Russian armies were responsible for their 
debacle in-1917. (A somewhat similar situation was 
discernible in England in the early months of the 
present war, when that country was still guided by 
Chamberlain. ) 

There is no lack of patriotism in Russia now either. 
Fortunately, the wrongs which many Soviet citizens 
cherish against their government failed to undermine 
the sound instincts of the people. At the end of 1916, 
Maklakoff, a prominent leader of the Constitutional 
Democrats, addressed the Russian Duma with the fol- 
lowing parable: Imagine that you are driving to- 
gether with your wife and children down a steep 
mountain, and that your driver is drunk. A drunken 
driver should be fired. But while your carriage is 
dashing down a steep incline with ravines on both 
sides you cannot change drivers and must even lend 


him a hand in reining in the horses. If this example 
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applied in 1916 to the Czar, the uncounted Makla- 
koffs of present day Russia have ever so much more 
reason to apply it to the Soviet regime which, in its 
first years at any rate, was an outgrowth of the will 
and the consent of the people. 

How many persons within the Soviet Union had to 
resort to this type of reasoning to buttress their 
patriotism it is impossible to determine. It is certain, 
however, that many millions, especially of the young, 
post-war generation, are ready to shed their blood not 
only for their fatherland, but also for the Soviet 
regime and government. In a totalitarian state such 
as the Soviet Union it was not difficult to condition 
large segments of the youth in a specific direction. 
There no doubt exist in Russia considerable sectors 
of the population who consider the Soviet regime the 
best possible on earth. In addition to the multitudes 
who have been indoctrinated with the cult of Bolshe- 
vism, there are many whose attitude toward the Soviet 
state is ambivalent. Such an attitude was manifested 
even during the period of the civil war. The foreign 
intervention of France, England, and to some extent 
of the United States, contributed to the stabilization 
of the Soviet dictatorship, because even anti-Bolshe- 
vist elements rallied to repel the foreign invaders. 
Better our own “disorder” than an “order” imposed 
by strangers from the outside, at that time became the 
slogan of many. Since such was the uncompromising 
resistance to democratic interventionists, how much 
stronger must this sentiment have become in the case 
of the present robber invasion. For some years prior 
to 1939, the people of the Soviet Union were cor- 
rectly informed about the meaning of Nazism. The 
clumsy attempts to cultivate tolerance for the Hitler 
state which were made during the period of the 
Soviet-Nazi Pact therefore made no dent on their for- 
mer ideas. The experiences of other invaded countries 
had impressed the Russians with the full implications 
of Hitler’s new order. The situation in Czechoslo- 
vakia, Poland and France could not entirely be con- 
cealed from the Soviet people even while the Pact 
lasted. And the Nazi plan of relegating conquered 
peoples to a state of peasantry, because industry is the 
prerogative of the master race, could hardly meet 
with sympathy among Soviet workers. Too much 
effort and energy had been invested into the industri- 
alization of Russia, and although many wrongs had 
been committed in this process, there was justifiable 
pride in the accomplished results and great hopes were 
held for the future. 

There exists no program by means of which Hitler 
could win sympathy even among anti-Bolshevist Rus- 
sians. The promise to “liquidate Bolshevism” must at 
once arouse a number of disturbing questions even 
among persons opposed to the Soviet regime. How 
would that be done? And what would follow? Even 
the late socialist theoretician Kautsky wrote some 
years ago that a restoration of capitalism in Russia 
was possible. But the average Soviet citizen knows 
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that such a thing is an impossibility. The thousands 
of new factories and public utilities which had been 
erected as part of the nationalized Soviet economy 
cannot be parcelled out to individual workers, and 
there no longer exists a propertied class in the country 
which could buy these plants. They must remain 
nationally owned, or be transformed into socialized 
enterprises owned cooperatively by the producers. 
The same is true of agriculture. The majority of the 
peasants did not, at first, wish to join collectives. 
They were driven into them by force. But today the 
“Kolhoz,” the collective village, has become an eco- 
nomic reality for 97% of Soviet farming. The “Kol- 
hoz” is not only different from the former peasant 
economy because of its collective features, but also 
becausé of its technological methods of cultivation 
which are more advanced. It would be impossible to 
divide the collective land between individuals and 
give each peasant a tractor, or to divide a tractor 
between several peasants. Liquidation of the collec- 
tives would mean not a return to private ownership 
but economic chaos. It is therefore interesting to 
watch what the Nazis are doing in this respect in the 
areas they had occupied in Russia. Individual owner- 
ship of land is one of the cardinal principles of the 
Nazi economic program, yet they do not dare dissolve 
the collectives, knowing that by doing so the peas- 
antry would be still further antagonized and produc- 
tion would drop to catastrophic levels. In Das Reich 
of August 17 we can already read that collectives are 
a more advanced form of farming that only requires a 
few reforms. And if, here and there, one should still 
be able to find in Russia believers in the system of 
private capitalism, these, too, probably know very 
well that Hitler’s program does not aim at re-estab- 
lishing the native capitalist class, but to set up Ger- 
mans in their stead. The “socialism” of the Nazis im- 
plies only the destruction of non-German capitalists. 

Soviet citizens who harbor serious complaints 
against their regime must have decided long since 
that whatever its shortcomings, it must serve as the 
point of departure for future development and pro- 
gress, that no acceptable solution would be attained 
by merely doing away with it and trying to restore 
something that can no longer be restored, especially 
not through the hands of foreigners. This explains 
why all Russian emigres—with the exception of 
small units of hired flunkeys of Nazism—have ex- 
pressed their readiness to aid Russia in the war. The 
almost unanimous attitude of these emigres reflects 
the mental processes and the instinctive responses of 
the non-Bolshevist masses in Russia. To understand 
and to explain what is happening in the Soviet Union 
it is therefore unnecessary to resort to the shocking 
statement of ex-ambassador Davies that the non-exist- 
ence of fifth columnists in Russia is to be ascribed to 
Stalin’s purges and the anti-Trotzkyite trials. 

We already pointed out that the national minor- 
ities in the Soviet Union also remained loyal. Despite 
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declarations from exiled spokesmen of one-time sep- 
aratist national movements, there seems to be no 
inclination on their part to secede from the Soviet 
empire. A good deal of the national romanticism 
had died down. Ukrainians, Byelo Russians, Tartars, 
Armenians, Georgians suffer no greater disabilities 
than the “ruling” Russians themselves. Insofar as 
there exists oppression in the Soviet Union, it is 
general, and not national, and is shared by Russians 
as by some tribe in Siberia alike. Equal rights have 
been enforced with absolute lack of discrimination. 
Some of the peoples in the Soviet Union can also 
thank the regime for fostering their cultural self- 
respect, by providing them with an alphabet, printed 
books in their own language and beginnings of 
national literatures. With the development of modern 
means of communication, the bonds between the 
various nationalities living within the borders of the 
Soviet Union has been strengthened, and the fate of 
small countries boasting a fictitious independence is 
hardly likely to encourage separatist sentiments. 
Minority opposition groups in Russia do not seek 
sovereign independence especially, as much as they 
want a greater measure of democracy within the 
limits of national autonomy. But a Hitler victory is 
the last thing in the world to advance such hopes. 
Nazi race theories based on a program of pyramiding 
the nations of the earth with the “master race,” the 
Germans, crowning the structure, is well known in 
Russia and properly appreciated. The very fact that 
the dictator of the Soviet Union is not a Russian and 
even speaks the language with a marked Georgian 
accent underscores the contrast between Soviet policy 
toward national minorities and that of the Fuebhrer. 
One may wonder that the Slovaks and Croatians 
did not show better understanding of the situation, 
but there is no reason to marvel at the sound sense of 
the minority nations inhabiting the Soviet Union. 

The average Russian, Ukrainian or Armenian (not 
to speak of the Jews in the Soviet Union, whose devo- 
tion and loyalty to the struggle against the Nazis 
is to be taken for granted) probably does not form- 
ulate his attitude in the same terms that we do. There 
is no need for him to analyze and explain his impulses. 
He acts on them. That is why the same Russian 
soldiers who displayed apathy during the campaign 
against Finland a year ago today fight like lions. They 
sense what a Nazi victory might mean and instinc- 
tively rise up to defend what they have and to save 
themselves from a fate amounting to slavery. 

The average Soviet citizen has proved during the 
past six months that he is capable of more political 
discernment, moral courage and patriotism than 
many were ready to concede to him. The Soviet-Nazi 
Pact might have demoralized him, even more than it 
demoralized the Communist followers in other coun- 
tries. Fortunately this did not happen. National in- 
stincts were not atrophied under the heavy burden of 
the Bolshevik dictatorship, and the latent revolution- 























January, 1942 


PALESTINE—INDUSTRIAL BASE 
For THE Near EAst 


HE DAILY PRESS RECENTLY REPORTED THAT 

there was a plan afoot to establish an American 
industrial base in the Near East to manufacture war 
equipment for the armies fighting in that region. 
Eritrea, the former Italian colony on the Red Sea, was 
mentioned as the site of this proposed development. 

The fundamental idea underlying this plan is an 
excellent one. Considering the great scarcity of ship- 
ping space now in evidence, and bearing in mind that 
this problem will become still more acute because of 
the situation in the Far East, it appears sensible to take 
machines producing the necessary equipment near to 
the war zone rather than to haul enormous quantities 
of finished products. Egypt, Sudan, Palestine, Iraq 
and other countries in that region abound in many 
types of raw materials some of which could be readily 
converted into supplies useful to the armies of the 
Near East, provided the necessary machines for their 
processing are brought from the United States. A 
substantial number of freighters now used to carry 
cargo on that route could thus be released for service 
in other areas. 

What remains a mystery is the choice of Eritrea— 
if the press reports be true—for this program. Eritrea 
is one of the poorest and most backward areas in the 
Near East, utterly lacking in transportation and other 
facilities. No industrial managers, nor even qualified 
or easily trained workers are to be found among its 
primitive population. The extremely hot climate 
would greatly affect the productivity of the workers 
who, in all likelihood, would have to be sent there 
from America. Were the projected plants to be built 
in the mountains, at some distance from the Red Sea, 
the problem of transportation would loom large, 
since there are few, if any, good roads, and not only 
machinery, but all other supplies would have to be 
brought from a distance. 

The only country in the Near East that is not a war 
zone and could quickly and efficiently become an 
industrial base is Palestine. The technically advanced 
industrial enterprises established there by Jewish 
effort in the last generation have laid the groundwork 
for further rapid industrialization, once the necessary 
means and machinery are provided. The country also 
possesses an important reserve of qualified industrial 
ary forces of the country now find expression on the 
anti-Nazi front. 

It would be a risky undertaking to attempt to 
delineate the influence which the superhuman strug- 
gle of today may have on the future political shape of 
Russia. Without seeking to look behind the veil of 
history it is sufficiently gratifying and reassuring 
to know that in the world struggle for the destruction 
of the fascist corruption, the Soviet Union plays a 
mighty role. 
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technicians, managers and skilled workers, which 
could easily be augmented by the admission of Polish- 
Jewish refugees now stranded in the Soviet Union. 
Nor would the transportation of this manpower 
present any problems. The flow of traffic on the Iran- 
ian railway is now proceeding northward, toward 
Russia, and there is adequate unused space on the 
return trips. The same advantage applies to raw 
materials which are available nearby and could be 
imported without putting an additional demand on 
the shipping space reserved for lease-lend materials. 
The only conceivable argument which lend-lease 
officials in Washington could offer in favor of Eritrea 
is the geographic location of that country which 
makes it unnecessary for machinery sent there to pass 
through the dangerous bottleneck of the Suez Canal. 
In Akaba, however, Palestine possesses a port on the 
Red Sea which could easily be adapted to handling 
heavy cargo. Transportation by truck from Akaba to 
the industrial centers of Palestine would offer much 
less difficulty than the corresponding haul in Eritrea. 
The Jewish Agency should give this matter close 
attention. By showing American supply authorities 
that Palestine is the most favorable and logical loca- 
tion as a base for war industries in the Near East, a 
valuable service to the Allied cause will have been 
performed. The full utilization of the industrial 
possibilities of Palestine would serve to hasten the 
war in the Mediterranean to a victorious conclusion. 
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e An exceptional program is in preparation. 


e Watch for announcement in the next issue. 
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_—— DECLINING 18th century introduced the 
end of a larger historic period which began in 
the Renaissance and came to a close at the outbreak 
of the first World War. It is the period of the 
struggle of society against the community, of the 
individual against an order based on established es- 
tates, of economic individualism against the state as 
economic determinant. This development, which be- 
gan during the Renaissance, reached its height in the 
19th century. In the last phase of this period, the 
Jew was emancipated. He becomes the characteristic 
representative of economic liberalism; as an individual 
he confronts a multitude of other individuals; he is 
the typical representative of an attitude which relies 
safely on reason, regards unwelcome judgments as 
mere prejudices and assumes that to be intellectual 
is more important than to be. It was considered 
legitimate to ask: “What do you think?”, illicit to 
ask: “What are you?” Hence it was believed that 
anti-Semitism, which was considered by the Jews an 
intellectual error and a romantic prejudice surviving 
from the past, could be gotten rid of by clever reason- 
ing. That a human being of the 19th and even of 
the 20th century, after all the efforts toward enlight- 
enment would still say: “Tut nichts, der Jude wird 
verbrannt!” seemed completely unthinkable. And 
anyone who asserted that there was no other reason 
for Jew hatred than the existence of the Jewish people 
itself, was immediately stamped as an enemy of 
progress. 

This does not mean that the 19th century had not 
its own greatness. But it is past; today, not only in 
Fascist countries, the state interferes everywhere 
with the economic structure. A process which started 
60 years ago continues at an accelerated tempo. 
Those who are unlucky enough to occupy positions 
characteristic of an economic past will be badly off 
in an economic structure in which the sector of anar- 
cho-individualism grows ever smaller. Concepts of 
collective forms of life which seemed quite incredible 
only a few years ago no longer surprise anyone. 

In analyzing the Jewish situation, you have there- 
fore to begin with the fact that you cannot “force” 
anyone to either love or justice, least of all by excuses, 
and that only those will survive who as a collective 
- group have the will and the strength to develop their 
creative forces. The combating of anti-Semitism is 
futile, even if one had boundless means and dissem- 
inated the most cogent argument in millions of copies. 
But there is another possibility. Anti-Semitism can be 
overcome and left behind. 

Jewry today has the choice either to suffer its fate 
or to form it. If the reality of our Jewish being is 
inextricably bound up with the fact of anti-Semitism, 





JEWISH FRONTIER 


THE CONQUEST OF ANTI-SEMITISM 
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indeed is its ultimate cause, even anti-Semitism may 
eventually help to further and bring about positive 
results, namely the recognition of the existence of the 
Jews as a people and of the necessity of Zionism. 

Moses Hess, the first theorist of Zionism saw the 
whole gravity of the Jewish question already in 1862, 
at a time when the rest of the world was convinced 
that the Jews were actually living under most favor- 
abe conditions. Herzl wrote his book on the “Jewish 
State” in 1896. Only those Jews who did not become 
aware that there was such a thing as a Jewish 
problem until the arrival of Hitler are still blind to 
the existence of this problem in countries where there 
may be no official discrimination at the moment. 
They are as incapable of recognizing the true situ- 
ation of the Jews in those countries as they were 
before 1933 as far as the countries of Western Europe 
were concerned. And yet—whether a man feels pin 
pricks or not dpends entirely on the thickness of 
his skin. 

On July 23rd, 1915, I wrote in an editorial in the 
Juedische Rundschau: “It is characteristic of Europ- 
ean anti-Semitism that all disagreeable phenomena 
of public life are laid at the doors of the Jews. 
Jews are said to have caused Italy’s coming into the 
war; some day it will perhaps be asserted that they 
caused the entire war. In the same way all painful 
dislocations of economic life are attributed exclusively 
to Jewish influence.” 

That was 26 years ago. Yet there are still people 
who believe that there is no objective Jewish ques- 
tion touching Jewry as a whole, but that the question 
is a subjective problem of the Jewish individual. They 
go out and hunt up non-Jewish philosemites so that 
their pronouncements may oppose the accusations of 
the others who—let us say—investigate Jewish in- 
fluences in the film industry. In the same way at- 
tempts are made to expose the falsity of the thesis of 
a “Jewish war.” In brief, all the old methods are 
being used which suffered utter shipwreck in Europe. 

We can omit for the moment the attempts to ex- 
plain anti-Semitism by psychoanalytical methods, be- 
cause these diagnostic attempts have no therapeutic 
significance. It may very well be that anti-Semitism 
also represents a fight against Christianity, and that 
National Socialism, as a rebellion against the taboos 
which Christianity took over from Judaism, desires to 
destroy the ethical world of the ten commandments. 
In combating anti-Semitism these considerations have 
perhaps a spiritual and intellectual value which is not 
to be underestimated in the case of a disease so 
chronic. However, the practical political result may 
best be illustrated by the following anecdote: a pious 
Jew on a certain Shabbath, after the “Shabbesgoi” 
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has left, needs light again which he himself must not 
kindle. So he calls in his neighbor and says to him: 
“I'd like to give you a little brandy.” The neighbor 
is happy, kindles the light, drinks his brandy, thanks 
his host, but before he goes away, blows out the light 
again and our Jew remains in the dark. 

The modern Jewish apostles who are so precisely 
aware of the similarity between Judaism and Christ- 
ianity should consider that there are differences, very 
weighty political differences, and that the welcome 
friend of today may tomorrow find himself compelled 
to go his own way. The differences are so great that 
not even baptism will eliminate them. Those Jews, 
who are no longer able to identify themselves wholly 
with any nation, tried to fortify the wavering founda- 
tions of their lives by a new and thorough going reli- 
gious identification, and paid dearly enough for this 
attempt. Concerning all such experiments a sentence 
of Freud may serve as an adequate characterization: 
“The lonely wayfarer who sings in the darkness may 
conquer his terror, but all his singing creates no ray 
of light.” ; 

Even those who in general agree with this analysis 
will ask whether the problem of anti-Semitism could 
not be solved within the new social order as it exists 
in Russia. 

The national feeling of the Russian people has not 
been broken by Bolshevism. The reverse happened. 
In spite of its centralistic character, Bolshevism re- 
spects the existence of national units and has raised 
the national consciousness of the Russian people as 
well as of all nations living under Soviet rule to a new 
form. Bolshevist Russia is in fact a union of republics 
of different nationalities within a given territory. 

There is little doubt that Russia’s idea was to solve 
the Jewish problem in a similar manner, ie. by 
creating a Jewish Soviet on Jewish soil. Such a 
solution would have been in accordance with Lenin’s 
system. There were, however, Jews playing an im- 
portant part in the Russian revolution who, by the 
help of the Bolshevist ideology, tried to efface their 
origin and to identify themselves with a larger human 
group. The attempt of Trotzky and his followers to 
overcome the problem of nationality by a worldwide 
revolution was unconsciously an attempt at assimila- 
tion. The tendency was to become a son of mankind 
and to leave the limited boundaries of a given nation. 

The efforts of the Yevsekzia, the official represen- 
tatives of the Jews in Russia, were only half way 
measures in as much as they tried on the one hand to 
preserve the Jewish language without Jewish terri- 
tory, and at the same time to meet the demands of 
the Soviet system by the establishment of a Jewish 
settlement in Biro-Bidjan in a territory unsuited for 
mass settlement. 

There has been no unambiguous answer to the 
Jewish problem in Russia. One contented oneself 
with the fact that there was a law against anti-Semi- 
tism, which might be equally a proof of the good 
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intentions of the Government as of the need for 
such an ordinance. Due to the influence wielded by 
the leading Russian Jews, the development of the 
Hebrew language and hebraic culture has been 
checked. Zionism was prohibited and the cultural 
activities of Jews were more limited than the cultural 
activities of other national groups within the Soviet 
Union. Their intention is to do away with the Jewish 
problem in Russia by removing its object, but dissolu- 
tion is no solution, and all those who value the specific 
character of Jewish life as highly as they gauge that 
of the Russian, French or English people must op- 
pose any such answer. 

While passing judgment on the political and eco- 
nomic position of the Jewish sector of the popula- 
tion in various countries, the general economic devel- 
opment of those countries has to be taken into 
account. The anti-Semitic movement headed by 
Stoecker in Germany in 1880, and the battle against 
the Jews which Lueger, mayor of Vienna, carried 
on with vigor in the nineties, both had as their goal 
the exclusion of the Jews from economic life. They 
failed, however. That Hitler succeeded in actually 
reaching this end was not due to the fact that he hated 
the Jews more than did the others, but simply because 
general conditions had changed from 1880 to 1933. 
Only then had it become possible to replace, in the 
field of economics, the Jews whose elimination in 
1880 or a decade later would have brought incalcu- 
lable harm to the economic system in Germany and 
in Austria. 

It is interesting to note that in Russia the Jews are 
employed in occupations where they are at present 
needed to carry on the work of the community. The 
consequence is that their stratification in the social 
life of Russia is abnormal. Up to 50% are engaged 
as officials, clerks and in the intellectual professions. 
In the totalitarian system the Jew, instead of being 
engaged in trade and business, has become the official, 
the employee of the State. 

This is not the place to enter into a discussion 
of the principles on which the Russian form of gov- 
ernment is based. It must, however, be stated as a 
fact that a people inhabiting its native land, able to 
adhere to its soil and traditions and its hope for the « 
future, is able to stand any change in economy and 
political form, even when freedom is replaced by 
uniformity. The Jewish people, however, cannot sur- 
vive under a form of government which has no room 
for the free development of personality. Even a 
collective economy, such as exists today in Palestine 
in an incomparable form, where the spirit of mutual 
help and solidarity has banished all motives of 
personal aggrandisement, cannot do without individ- 
ual liberty for each and every one. (Note the splendid 
testimonial of Sir Arthur Wauchope, the former 
High Commissioner of Palestine, who recognized the 
collectivism practised in the Jewish Settlements as 
one of the highest manifestations of creative Jewish 
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life.) The Jewish people, small in number, always 
had to rely on individual thought and on the individ- 
ual responsibility of each of its members. The new 
life of a Jewish Renaissance cannot be created by 
organization and regimentation. The solidarity of 
all in matters of social life and economic structure 
must be joined to independence of thought and 
spirit. This goal cannot be achieved in totalitarian 
Russia. Palestine will become the country where a 
synthesis is reached between communal life and in- 
dividual freedom. 

There exists an objective Jewish question which 
is independent of the opinions and feelings of Jews 
and which can be eliminated neither with words nor 
with compliant statistics. Anyone who recognizes 
this objective Jewish problem knows that it must be 
treated as a political world problem and that our 
aim must be not to have individual benevolent 
friends but to achieve a clarification between our 
groups whose representatives must be made to under- 
stand the true essence of the Jewish problem. And 
this can only be done in the name of the Jewish 
people and only in the name of a clear and unequiv- 
ocal task—the rebirth of that people in its own land. 


Yet what is done today? Some try to devaluate 
Palestine, the only place in which a new life with a 
form of its own has been achieved, by admitting the 
necessity of the emigration of millions of Jews but 
by asserting simultaneously that Palestine is too small 
and politically not feasible. The Zionist cognition 
that a rehabilitation of the situation of European 
Jewry is impossible is gaining more and more adher- 
ents. At the same time some elements are perfectly 
willing to sacrifice these Jews by offering them some 
phantasmal country instead of Palestine. They have 
tried in vain to find such a country for 40 years. 
Again and again there turns up some new Uganda, 
Dutch Guiana, Madagascar, Angola, North Rho- 
desia. It is obvious that none of these countries are 
fit for Jewish mass settlement. It is equally obvious 
that the lands capable of receiving masses of Jews, 
ie. lands of the temperate or sub-tropical zone are 
closed to them. In reality there is only Palestine. 


Irrefutable achievements exist there. The living 
Hebrew language as the condition of new spiritual 
achievements of the people, the collective colonies 
created by Jewish workers, a radically new type of 
Jew. And behold, Jews and non-Jews, men and 
_ women of every shade of opinion who have had the 
Opportunity to see all this, have been brought to 
respect the Jewish people not by words but by those 
facts and deeds. 


Palestine is as large as the Jews will make it. Forty 
years ago an immigration of a few thousand was 
considered impossible. Presently there was space for 
more than half a million. And if millions were to 
come there would be place for them. Relations be- 
tween us and our neighbors in Palestine depend upon 
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the volume and strength of our movement. If we are 
strong, they will reconcile themselves to us. 

Insofar as the Jew has ever been respected in the 
world, it has been by virtue of an achievement that 
lies in a remote past. The Bible speaks for him. When 
it came into being, Eretz Israel was even smaller 
than it is today, as small as was later the Polis of 
Athens. In smallest spatial divisions there arose and 
still arise those mighty achievements which conquer 
the world. But for how long a period will the crea- 
tive might of the fathers be put to the credit of their 
descendants? Assuredly and with some justice not 
forever. He who claims the virtue of his past must 
have a will toward his future. Memories are not 
history. Only he who makes history can claim the 
heritage of his past. It is in this spirit that Zionism 
has raised the Jewish problem to the rank of a world 
problem. 

At the moment in which the Jews of the world will 
unite in order to be Jews again and to bring up their 
children for a life in Eretz Israel and will themselves 
participate in the upbuilding of the land—at that 
moment the arrows of Jew-hatred will no longer 
reach them. The Jew who sees his future clearly and 
is proud of his Jewishness not in words alone, will 
not be morally annihilated by the poisoned weapons 
of anti-Semitism. The new creative community in 
Palestine does not depend on reasoning or explan- 
ation. It is visible to all the world, and is, like every 
reality, irrefutable. The Jewish people in its own land 
transcends the fact of anti-Semitism and the error of 
assimilation. 

No one knows what the future will bring. But 
would it not be well to apply a great part of the effort 
and the means that are being used in a struggle fore- 
doomed to failure, to a cause which, despite the 
prognosis of the majority, has led to the creation of 
a community where Jews are no longer valued at 
the expense of other Jews but where a Jewish entity 
through its very existence gives every Jew an inner 
security and a new delight in life? 

For the error of not having rightly recognized the 
Jewish problem in time, millions of Jews are paying 
today with economic ruin and with their very lives. 
Should not everything be done to avoid a repetition 
of that tragic error? 
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PALESTINE IN THE 


i We ER a prolonged absence from Palestine, I had 
an Opportunity to visit the country late in the 
fall of 1941. On the threshold of the third year of 
war Palestine presents many encouraging and heart- 
ening manifestations which promise well for the 
future, in addition to its concrete and considerable 
achievements of the past two years. 

The state of tension and momentary expectation 
of invasion which was particularly pronounced in 
the spring of 1941 had eased considerably. I found 
a certain sense of security that the country would not 
be trod by Nazi invaders. After the British reverses 
in Lybia and Greece, and especially after the fall of 
Crete, there was a prevalent fear that Palestine might 
be next. But the fall of Crete marked a turning point 
in British activity. The English now took the initi- 
ative, first in Syria, later in Persia. These two victor- 
ies secured Palestine from the North and East. Rus- 
sia’s entry into the war also had the same effect. And 
while many felt that the day might come when 
Jewish manpower from Palestine might have to fight 
alongside the Russians in the defense of the Caucau- 
sus, the Nazi sword of Damocles, which in May and 
June seemed to hang over Palestine on a hair-thin 
thread, was removed. 

The front in Lybia, which was still static when I 
visited the country in November, did* not worry 
Palestine’s Jews. From the earliest engagements with 
Italians it became obvious that they would present 
no real threat, and the possibility that they would 
beat the English in Egypt seemed so far-fetched that 
no one took it seriously. Once the Germans became 
engaged on the Russian front, Italian attacks almost 
ceased. Thus there were only two air attacks on Haifa 
since July, and these caused no perceptible damage. 
Italian aim seems to be no better than their fighting 
spirit. 

The martial spirit of the Jewish community and 
its desire to participate to the full extent in all war 
services are at a high pitch. Despite the unfriendly 
policy of the British administration, which sought to 
cut down Jewish participation in the war to a min- 
imum, there were about 11,000 Jews already serving 
in all branches of the British fighting forces in the 
Near East. Many more were being recruited daily, 
and it’was obvious that despite a growing shortage of 
manpower for industry and agriculture, about thirty 
thousand could be mustered into service within a 
short time, had but the readiness of the British to 
avail themselves of their services in any way corre- 
sponded to their readiness to volunteer. 

But even this number—11,000—is a considerable 
contribution to the forces fighting Nazism. We can 
understand its importance better’ if we compare it 
with the manpower contributions of other parts of 
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3rd YEAR OF WAR 


by Abraham Dickenstein 


the British Empire. None of the Dominions of the 
British Empire has contributed a bigger percentage 
of soldiers in proportion to its total population than 
did the Jewish community of Palestine. Of the Arab 
countries some are “neutral” while others are defi- 
nitely unfriendly. It would also be well to point 
out that while there are only half as many Jews 
in Palestine as there are Arabs, there are four times 
as many Jews serving with the fighting forces as 
there are Arabs. 

At this writing, several weeks after my visit in 
Palestine, the number of Jews in service is undoubt- 
edly appreciably higher. About five thousand of the 
Palestinians are stationed in Lybia. Never referred to 
as Jews in official statements and communiques, it is 
sometimes possible to identify their activities when 
the commanding officers speak of the “Buffs” which 
are Palestinian Jewish units. In the recent fighting 
in Lybia the Buffs and units from India bore the brunt 
of Nazi General Rommel’s efforts to break through 
the British encirclement and successfully contained 
the enemy. 

In the Lybian fighting the Palestinian Jewish units 
serve as a central gathering point for other Jewish 
soldiers, about fifteen thousand of whom are in the 
forces of South Africa, Polish, Greek and other units. 
As such they have acquired a unique status, a Jewish 
center for other Jewish soldiers, just as Palestine itself 
serves as the center of Jewish revival for the Diaspora. 

The political situation, so far as the attitude of the 
British administration toward Jews is concerned, has 
not changed externally to any great degree. Never- 
theless some noticeable breaches have been made 
in the wall of indifference or enmity. It is true that 
the policy of the White Paper, promulgated by the 
colonial office just before the outbreak of the war, 
which bore the earmarks of former appeasement, is 
still substantially in effect. But the experiences of the 
past two years have taught many Englishmen in the 
Palestine administration to take a different view of 
matters. The unconditional readiness of the Jews to 
serve in the war on one hand, and the less than luke 
warm response of the Arabs have opened the eyes 
of many as to who is the real friend and who is the 
enemy. It became obvious that many Arabs, especially 
among the leading elements who had been adherents, 
or sympathizers of the Mufti, were indifferent or even 
secretly desirous of a Nazi victory, and that they main- 
tained silence or offered faint lip service to the cause 
of the Allies because they were awaiting to see which 
way the wind of victory blows. While it would not 
do for Zionists to exaggerate the significance of this 
change in attitude on the part of many English offic- 
ials, it need nevertheless be pointed out as something 
of immediate worth in the way of mutual understand- 
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ing, and potentially more full-hearted assistance to 
Jewish work in Palestine. 

Economically Palestine underwent three distinct 
upswings and recessions since September, 1939. The 
immediate and momentary effect of the outbreak of 
the war was a sharp slump in building activities and 
a run on the banks. After a few weeks this trend 
declined and economic stability was regained. The 
influx of immigration and the expansion of indus- 
tries, often at the hands of refugees, more than made 
up for the temporary recession. The second decline 
followed Italy's entrance into the war which practic- 
ally closed the Mediterranean to shipment of citrus 
fruit to Europe, a mainstay of Palestinian agriculture. 
Some major readjustments were then made in trans- 
ferring larger numbers of orange grove workers to 
industry and public works, many of which were con- 
nected with military preparations, such as the con- 
struction of roads, army cantonments, and others. 
The third recession occurred last summer, when the 
danger of invasion seemed near. Again the expand- 
ing industries, many of which were devoted to the 
manufacture of articles needed for the prosecution of 
the war, absorbed a great many workers. In line with 
the campaign to increase Palestine’s food production 
to supplant now inaccessible imports and to provide 
the army and the population with adequate food sup- 
plies, mixed farming was rapidly expanded and pro- 
vided work for thousands of new laborers. Today 
there is an actual shortage of workers in many indus- 
tries, although nearly 32,000 new Jewish immigrants 
entered Palestine even under the hardships of war- 
time transportation. 

The growth of agricultural production is particu- 
larly interesting and instructive of the inherent pos- 
sibilities of the country. The following table of crop 
yields for the entire country during the past three 
years will illustrate the remarkable growth. 


1938 1939 1940 


(in thousand tons) 
Wheat 44 90 136 
Barley 66 86 102 
Potatoes 6 10 21* 
Tomatoes 29 36 59 
Other vegetables 109 129 198 
Milk (million litres) 32 35 46* 
Eggs (millions) 48 58 63* 


Figures for 1941 are not available yet, but by 
November it was already evident that the past year 
would show considerable increases over 1940. 

The expansion in industry is reflected in the follow- 
ing figures: Metals, 83 per cent increase—Textiles, 
57 per cent—Processed Foods, 45 per cent—Shoes 
and Leather production, 45 per cent—Chemicals, 
41 per cent—Building materials, 23 per cent. The 
approximate value of the industrial output in 1941 
is expected to be between fifteen and sixteen million 





* Figures for Jewish settlements only. 
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The Sands 
of Time 


A sage once said: 


“So live today as if tomorrow 
were your death day.” 


Some people are always too 
busy today to take on responsi- 
bilities—too busy with daily trivi- 
alities. They don't realize that 
there is no utopia of infinite lei- 
sure in future store for them. 


Do you feel you should do 
more for the Jewish people than 
worry about their fate over a cup 
of coffee or a newspaper head- 
line? Then do it now. 


Every day of inaction on your 
part makes it harder for every- 
one else to help them. The work 
is great, the hands few, the time 
short, tomorrow ... may be too 
late. 


Enroll now in the LEAGUE FOR 
LABOR PALESTINE. There is work 
for you. 


League for Labor Palestine 
275 Seventh Avenue 
New York, N. Y. 


I want to join in your work. 
Send me particulars. 
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pounds sterling, as compared with nine million in 
1939. It is estimated that about one fourth of the 
output will go for the armed services. Bank deposits 
in July, 1941 were £17.5 million compared to 
£14.3 million in July, 1940. 

It is not to be understood from the preceding 
figures and remarks that Palestine is in the grasp of 
of a “prosperity” wave and that everyone is making 
money hand over fist and wallowing in luxury. As a 
matter of fact there is much hardship. Prices have 
risen on many articles of consumers’ goods, in some 
cases as much as forty to sixty per cent. And even 
though wages have also been rising in many fields 
of employment, they have seldom kept pace. Some 
steps were taken to alleviate this situation. Much 
more could have been done, had the administration 
of the country been more cooperative. The Jewish 
community, by its own efforts, has undertaken 
many projects to aid those in need as a result of 
circumstances growing out of the war. The Histad- 
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ruth—Palestine Federation of Labor—has been ex- 
tremely active in trying to secure employment for 
all and in attempts to raise wages in accordance with 
the rise in prices. Many of its cooperative institutions 
have established stores where consumer goods are 
sold at cost, and often below cost, to those who need 
them. Funds from the Gewerkshaften Campaign in 
America and resources accumulated for such emerg- 
encies by voluntary self-taxation of Palestine Jewish 
labor in the past are now used to cover the deficits 
of these stores. 

This is the situation of Palestine in the first half 
of the third year of the war. Hardships there are. 
But the Jewish community has manifested and dis- 
played great self-sacrifice and tremendous energies 
toward the winning of the war, and has transformed 
the country into a beehive of creative labor which 
today contributes materially toward Nazi defeat, and 
tomorrow will be in a position to absorb the countless 
Jews that will need a new home at the end of the war. 


Midway Upon the Journey of My Life 


A chapter from a frank autobiography 
by Alfred Werner 


'™M IDWAY UPON the journey of our life I 

found myself within a forest dark, for the 
straightforward pathway had been lost.” With these 
simple words—given here in Longfellow’s beautiful 
translation—Dante Alighieri starts his Divine 
Comedy, the great work of his life. 

Condemned to be burned alive if taken captive 
in Florence, the refugee Dante was thirty-five when 
he started the first Canto. 

We Jews in the concentration camp of Dachau 
were of various ages. There was among us an eighty- 
year-old Justizrath from the Rhineland, whose dig- 
nity and uprightness impressed even our rough Elite 
Guards. There were quite a few youngsters of fifteen 
and sixteen, who occupied a hut of their own and 
whose dark, sad eyes mirrored all the misery and 
despair of this worst of all possible worlds. But to 
all of us, young and old, these long months of im- 
prisonment, of cruel separation from the world of 
action and achievement, of love and laughter, repre- 
sented a crisis, the midpoint of our amazing lives, the 
break or the new start, zenith or nadir, depending 
upon how one looked at it. 

But it did not lack a certain Godsent light that 
illuminated the blackness and cast its rays even for- 
ward into the life of freedom that I was almost sure, 
would come. 

In speaking thus I do not pretend that the dreaded 
hell of Dachau had any special pleasures or advan- 
tages for me, save for the fact that I became inti- 
mately acquainted with the people of Israel, the 


Jewish masses—having met before only with indi- 
vidual “correligionists,” not the phenomenon of Am 
Yisroel. 

But just as for the exiled Florentine there was a 
world of noble dreams and inspired thought beyond 
the world of flunkies and spies, so there existed, for 
some of us at least, two Dachaus. One was the official 
Dachau of slave-labor and torture chambers, of thin 
soups and insufficient bread-ration, of rain and snow 
and mud, of frost bitten hands and feet, of lice, fever, 
pneumonia, and an ever-rising death-toll. But there 
was also another Dachau—a “Dachau of the soul.” 
Truth to tell, it was no quiet place filled with bliss- 
ful illusions of peace. Crowded there on one tiny 
spot, were all the controversial fears and doubts, the 
hopes and desires of past life as well as those of the 
life to come. A new life to come, even if the iron- 
gates, inscribed, ironically enough, with the slogan 
Arbeit macht frei—Labor makes one free—should 
fling open to a coffin instead of a life of freedom. 
At any rate, this Dachau of the soul offered one the 
necessary catharsis, the purgation of the soul, an out- 
let for emotion such as is afforded to a Jew on such 
rare occasions as the Day of Atonement. 

“Dachau of the soul” —this miracle of self-transfor- 
mation would come to pass mostly in those precious 
hours when we, prisoners, had to stand at attention 
on the vast parade ground. Camp regulations obliged 
us to stand in “military formation,” upright, without 
moving a muscle, like real soldiers, three times a day, 
from six to eight in the morning, from one to three 
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in the afternoon and from six to eight in the evening. 
Frequently Reichsstandartenfuebrer Gruenewald, the 
commander of the camp, would extend our evening 
“parade” for an hour or longer, merely to shorten 
our time for “supper” and sleep. 

The official purpose of these “parades,” in which 
even the crippled and sick had to participate, was to 
take the roll-call, to send the dangerously ill to the 
hospital and to announce the discharge of prisoners 
who were to leave. During these parades new regu- 
lations were also announced by the commander 
through the loudspeaker, regulations always involv- 
ing an aggravation of our situation. All this business, 
of course, could have been completed in less than 
an hour. But the parades had another purpose. They 
had been invented as a very subtle kind of torture. 
True, our main occupation, military drill and chores, 
carried on under the gentle supervision of Nazi 
officers, was painful and exhausting. But standing 
without any movement for hours in rain and snow 
and icy cold, clad as we were in thin, coarse linen 
clothes, was an even worse punishment for most of us. 

But just as Balaam’s curse against Israel turned 
into a blessing, so quite a few of us attempted to 
make the best of these six or seven hours’ “rest.” 
Occasionally, in my effort to shut eyes and ears to 
the happenings of the outer world, I may have come 
very close to that “withdrawal” the Hindus call Nér- 
vana, “the state of a blown-out flame,” which, accord- 
ing to Buddha, represents the annihilation of the 
lower self, the absolute detachment from desire. 
Something akin to this state of bliss can be attained 
by a Hassid through unceasing piety (Kavana) and 
ecstasy (Hitlahavut). 

Close, I said. For it was rather hard to keep out 
entirely what was happening about one, to stand 
immovably in the prescribed posture without trying 
to prevent the freezing of one’s limbs by shaking 
them a bit now and then. Occasionally I could hear 
the indescribable death-rattle of a man collapsing 
on the spot, doomed to lie on the ground till the 
end of the parade without anyone being permitted 
to come to his aid. Frequently one heard the splash- 
ing of water— many men could not help easing 
nature on the spot, in violation of strict prohibition. 
Now and then was heard the beastly voice of some 
guard dealing in his own noble way with some sin- 
ners who could not help drooping in utter weariness: 
Koennt Ihr nicht cerade stehen, Ihr Drecksaecke? 

And then there were sounds that spoke to the 
wretched prisoner of a world whose existence he was 
likely to forget at times—a world beyond the barbed 
wires and machine gun turrets, a world full of 
dangers but full of hope, too, even for a Jew. I 
could hear the whistle of the train that runs from 
Streicher’s Nuremberg to the Munich of the Brown 
House, and I could think too of the train that, God 
willing, would carry me away, out of the darkness 
of Germany into the challenging freedom of the 
Western world. It made me dream of Paris, Brussels, 





JEWISH FRONTIER 


London, of skyscrapers and, to be truthful, of Holly- 
wood stars. 
But there were more elevating moments created 


by the silver sounds of the bells of Dachau, the old 
dreamy city only a few miles from the camp. Espe- 
cially at Christmas time the bells kept reminding us 
of the outer and the upper-world. So even the Nazis 
could not prevent pious Catholics or Protestants from 
doing reverence to that saintly Jew who had uttered 
words of such strange sweetness in far away Pales- 
tine! And they could not very well stop the priest 
from telling the fathers and mothers of stormtroopers 
and elite guards the old story of how the Jew Joseph 
and the Jewess Mary went to Bethlehem to dwell 
there in a stable, how they laid their firstborn son 
in a manger, while the angel of the Lord came down 
to them, bringing glad tidings of great joy to all 
men, and of how suddenly there were with the angels 
“a multitude of the heavenly host praising God, and 
saying, Glory to God in the highest, and on earth 
peace, good will toward men.” 


It was in such a mood that I conceived a poem 
which later, in the freedom of an English intern- 
ment camp, I wrote down in German. In my inade- 
quate English translation it runs as follows: 


I won't forget you, wind-blown evening-bell 

Which once has sounded into our hell, 

Where thousands stood at attention, wretched slaves! 
To many a people you were but a knell. 

Though coming from a peaceful dreamy town, 

A breeze would bring you hither from the far, 
Unhindered by the brutal sentinel, 

Who, though he grimly stopped our hearts’ deep sigh, 
Couldn’t bar you from that sullen citadel, 

Built by the victim for the victim’s doom. 

There was a world outside—so you did tell— 

With women and with children, bright and gay, 

Far from the helpless convict’s dying yell— 

When would we see our homes, our folks again? 
Sometimes your ringing seemed a last farewell. 

And still, some comfort gave you to the heark’ning soul: 
That justice could, at last, break through our cell, 
Some heavenly power set the guiltless free— 

I won't forget you, windblown evening-bell . . . 


In addition to these meditations, evoked by the 
sounds from the outer world, there were some heav- 
enly observations of the eye. Such were the watching 
of dusk and dawn, or, rather, the gradual, almost 
imperceptible transition from light to dark. It was 
pitch dark when we marched in gray columns, to 
the parade grounds after “breakfast,” especially in 
winter. Impatiently I would wait for the first sun- 
rays piercing the black sky like victorious arrows. 
And after the day’s “work” I again watched, this time 
the slow, melancholy dying of the sun until the place 
was sinister and ghostly once more and we could 
hope for dismissal and “home” for our Wurst-bread, 
black coffee supper, for our “enjoyment” of a couple 
of hours of deep and dreamless sleep on our filthy 
straw. 
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The sky, in fact, with its ever-changing lights and 
colors, was the only beautiful thing we ever got to 
see, the only thing which was not “made in Ger- 
many” and could not be hidden from us. And one 
unforgettable morning, an unusually clear one, so 
that the mists covering the swampy region on which 
the Dachau camp is situated vanished for a while, 
we even got a glimpse of the dim, delicate outlines 
of the snow-covered Southern Bavarian and Tyrolian 
Alps, glittering above the prison walls like blue 
mountain peaks in a fairy tale. 

It was in Southern Bavaria, near Berchtesgaden, 
which has seen so many hapless European rulers 
come and go in later years, that I had as a boy spent 
a few beautiful carefree summers with my family. 
How far this time seemed to prisoner No. 26,760! 
Not fifteen, but fifteen hundred years seemed to sepa- 
rate that time. To Dante his Florentine days could 
not have seemed further away than did my former 
life as an Austrian citizen, a child of Vienna, a writer 
ambitious to achieve a position in German literature 
despite my many and deep-rooted ties with Jewish 
life! Twenty-five weeks spent as Hitler’s prisoner 
seemed to have made me twenty-five years older. 

Yes, this Nirwana, wherein I would dream con- 
cerning such eternal problems as birth and death, 
human happiness and the real aim of life, was fre- 
quently broken by intruding memories of the past 
that burnt like wounds making me break out in a 
sweat in the zero cold of a Bavarian winter. 

My father, where would he be now? He had left 
Vienna shortly after the Anschluss. Possibly he had 
gone to France. I had not heard from him for 
months. Suddenly I found I had forgotten all our 
quarrels of former years, suddenly I discovered that 
I loved this man, whose cleverness and rational good 
sense I had always admired, regretting, at times, that 
I had inherited my late mother’s irrational outlook 
and fantastic ways. 

And. my fiancee—the young woman doctor had 
been willing, when the Nazis came to power, to work 
as a nurse in the Jewish hospital in Vienna, a hard 
unpleasant job, with thousands of patients crowding 
the wards, men and women beaten almost to death 
in the streets, or sent home from the Concentration 
Camps to die in the “peace” of the Rothschild Hos- 
pital, as the institution was named after its founder. 
Thus we saw each other only on rare but precious 
occasions, precious save for one, that Yom Kippur 
morning of the year 5699 when she came to my 
apartment and informed me ir a nervous voice that 
the Nazis had paid a visit to her home, discovered 
the manuscripts and clippings I had stored there and 
had torn them to bits, piece by piece. “We shall leave 
this cursed country together,” I tried to comfort her, 
“and we shall marry and be happy in a normal 
world.” This had occurred only a few weeks before 
I, like thousands of my fellow-Jews, was arrested. 
Poor girl! What was she doing now? I had her 
last letter in my pocket. It was, of course, short, and 
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dealt exclusively with such unromantic “business” 
matters as passports, visas, affidavits, ship tickets— 
the keys that would fling open the doors of Dachau 
for me, the prison gates of Greater Germany. Only 
at the end of each letter was there permitted a word 
of meaning deep and sincere and great as nothing 
had ever been before—love! 

And there was my brother to think of. Different 
in character though we are, we had become deeply 
attached to each other. The first letter I was allowed 
to send from Dachau had to be addressed to my 
nearest relative. I addressed it to him. Some time 
later I received a reply from my fiancee, who, in his 
name, answered that he was “all right.” It was only 
after a few weeks that, watching a column of Jewish 
prisoners marching by, I discovered my own brother 
in their ranks. Hoping that I had not been among 
the victims of the pogrom of November 10, 1938, 
he had written to me at my Vienna address and had 
through his landlord received a similar cautious 
answer about myself. 

And, finally, there was our Jewish people to think 
of, to worry about. I did not know the whole extent 
of the injury done by the Nazis, but from fellow- 
prisoners who had been arrested a day or two after 
me I learned of the destruction of dozens of syna- 
gogues, of the expulsion of families from their apart- 
ments, of wholesale murder and looting—and my 
own worries and sorrows suddenly dwindled. The 
Jewish masses! When they had been spoken of in 
speeches, at conventions and meetings I had smiled, 
unable to picture more than scattered individuals in 
Central and Western Europe at least. If on some 
extraordinary occasion two hundred of us would 
come together, we represented two thousand differing 
opinions! 

I ceased to smile when I looked about me in 
Dachau. Some eight to ten thousand Jews, we were 
occupying half of the parade ground, while the 
other half was crowded with “Aryan” prisoners: 
Communists, Socialists, Liberals, Monarchists, 
Catholic leaders, priests, and also gypsies, shirkers 
and real criminals. They were here because they had 
opposed Hitlerism or because they had committed 
what in a democracy also would be regarded as a 
crime. But we, what had we done to arouse the anger 
of the German rulers? Jews with political affilia- 
tions had been the first to be “liquidated” by the 
Nazis, if they had not escaped abroad in time. There 
were hardly any criminals among us, since the Nazis 
had been “quick” in dealing with them. Our “crime” 
was this problematic, mystical quality of ours called 
“Jewishness.” It was the only link between the 
atheist university professor from Vienna and his 
neighbor, the orthodox butcher from Slovakia; it put 
on the same level the irreverent easy-going conferen- 
cier from Berlin and the serious-minded, quiet classic 
philologist from Koenigsberg; it associated the ex- 
rabbi from Posen who had become a Protestant 
missionary with the Zionist leader from Bremen. 
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Maliciously enough the Nazis had made ail of us 
wear the same badge, the Star of David, a red and 
a yellow triangle on our blue and white striped coats, 
above our prison numbers. 

A valley full of bones—full of bones. Once, dur- 
ing a parade, I happened to whisper these words to 
myself as though in a dream. An echo came to 
me from my neighbor, an elderly learned Jew: “Do 
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you know that you're quoting Ezekiel?” And he re- 
cited by heart the thirty-seventh chapter, the sad lines 
so full of meaning for both of us at that moment: 
“Our bones are dried, and our hope is lost,” up to 
the ecstatic immensity of the prophecy at the chapter’s 
end: “And the heathen shall know that I the Lord 
do sanctify Israel, when my sanctuary shall be in the 
midst of them for evermore.” 


Warwick Deeping Calling P. G. Wodehouse 


by J. L. Teller 


S WHO only yesterday rallied to isolationism, 
can be overheard today to intone under their 
breath, lest it fall on Gentile ears: “Hallelujah, the 
war has saved us.” They choose to believe that anti- 
Semitism is a by-product of Hitlerism and that its 
cycle will conclude with the downfall of Nazism. 
This is thinking simplified ad absurdum, as simplified 
as the thinking of those total escapists from reality— 
the insane. All escapists, whether behind bars or not, 
have in common one fundamental trait—that of 
omitting disturbing factors, seeking a short-cut to 
peace of mind. By the omission of fractions, decimals 
and the omnipotent “x,” all mathematics becomes 
simple. 

Wendell Willkie, that excellent showman who has 
lately emerged as a statesman of merit, has rightly 
warned in a speech before the National Conference 
of Christians and Jews, against overconfidence in the 
unity-spasm that has gripped America on the morn- 
ing after the Japanese stab in Hawaii. It was natural 
for the voice of anti-Semitism to subside at the news 
of Pearl Harbor. For the past several years the anti- 
Semites had too closely identified themselves with 
Nazism and had to run for cover when the U. S. 
entered the war. But very soon they'll brace them- 
selves and their voice will ring again, with the rich 
timber of militarist super-patriotism replacing their 
former appeasement pacifism. Their new plaint will 
be that America is too slow, suffering of inertia. But 
the refrain will be the same as yesterday: Banish 
the Jew. In the past Hillman has been accused of 
trying to drag America into the war; he will now be 
accused of hindering American production so that the 
Soviet Union, and not the U. S., may win the war. 
It is not at all difficult to foresee the new direction 
of anti-Semitic argument. 

Anti-Semitism has undergone more than one 
metampsychosis in its history. At one time it was 
the monopoly of organized Christianity, then it was 
Capitalism’s gun-powder, and now it is the dynamo 
of a nihilistic-revolutionary movement. But, anti- 
Semitism has survived all its forms, because it is, rel- 
atively speaking, eternal; it is as eternal as the Jew. 

Those Jews who were isolationist yesterday, and 


today intone the psalm: “Hallelujah, the war has 
saved our skin,” are really a very naive species. At 
heart they are still isolationists, believing that anti- 
Semitism has territorial limits. They are convinced 
that anti-Semitism’s domain is only the territory under 
the Swastika, ending where the Swastika’s shadow 
ends, and that if it sprouts in democratic countries, 
it is pure and simple fifth columnism. 

It is true enough that in the past few years militant 
anti-Semites allied themselves with fifth columnism, 
delighted that a dynamic political movement has 
taken them to its bosom. Economic reactionaires 
fondle anti-Semitism, but the ambitious anti-Semite 
has felt that such kinship is an obstacle in the way of 
gaining mass support for his doctrine. Much as he 
regrets it today, Nazism did seem to him a proper 
haven. This definitely was a tactical error. But re- 
habilitation should not be difficult, for anti-Semitism 
has its expert salesmen in the democratic camp. 
Among those who have sworn to defend the four 
freedoms, there are no doubt many who made a 
mental reservation—four Christian freedoms, for 
Christians. 

Now we shall proceed to evidence. I want to pro- 
duce two quotes from my recent reading. These, once 
more, bring home the fact that anti-Semitism is a 
pestilence flourishing in all political climates. And 
it appears that the Protocols and even Mein Kampf 
are Jew-hatred of a higher order, compared to the 
more recent brands. Mein Kampf describes the Jew 
as a monster possessed of powers which are almost 
occult. Hitler is a mystic, and his allegations against 
the “International Jew” are really perverse adoration. 
But now this negative adoration is being replaced by 
abhorence, by physical loathing, and the new Nazi 
generation and Jew-hating non-Nazis everywhere, 
have begun to believe that the Jew really is what the 
Nazis would force him to become—a cur. 

This type of Jew-hatred is East European and 
Balkan; Polish, Hungarian and Rumanian. It is how- 
ever being adopted in more fashionable centers. 

I shall now bring excerpts from the writings of an 
Englishman and a German. The Englishman is the 
very popular, best-selling and Hollywoodized War- 
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wick Deeping. The German is an anonymous scribe 
on Das Schwarze Korps. 

Das Schwarze Korps of 10-4-41 comments on the 
sentence issued by the German Court in Cracow 
against two German postmen who had called at a 
Jew’s house in the ghetto and had, under false pre- 
tences, demanded from him one hundred Reichmarks. 
The paper writes: 

“No fault is found with the verdict. It is unworthy 
of a German, let alone of a German civil servant in 
uniform, to enter, without due authorization, the cave 
of a Polish Jew . . . But that is not what interests 
us... . At the hearing the ‘witness, the Jew Perl- 
stein, was conspicuous by his absence. And now the 
following ludicrous farce was enacted. The Jew, who 
professed to suffer from an inflamation of the veins, 
was to be heard in his own house . . . So the German 
Court, the German Prosecutor, the German Council 
for the defense repaired . . . into the Jew ghetto of 
Cracow. The imposing grandeur of German Jurisdic- 
tion assembled around the unspeakably filthy ‘bedside’ 
of an unspeakably filthy human-animal in an unspeak- 
ably filthy cave of criminals . . . Samuel Isaac Perl- 
stein told his tale and was actually allowed to swear 
an oath. He lifted his filthy paw and in his Yiddish 
jargon blabbered: I swear by God. 

“Now we repeat: Those two Germans did certainly 
deserve their punishment. It therefore does not 
matter whether the Jew, for once, spoke the truth, or 
whether he told a lot of lies . .. What matters is the 
fact that a German Court moves into the squalor of 
a Jew-ghetto and concedes to a Jewish sub-human the 
role of an oath-swearing witness . . . just as if he was 
a human being among human beings...” 

This was Das Schwarze Korps, Berlin, speaking. 

Now we shall bring you Mr. Warwick Deeping, 
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The Jewish Chronicle of London, in its December 
fifth issue, brings the following excerpts from Mr. 
Deeping’s latest novel—The Dark House: 

“Ruggles, the night porter, who went on duty at 
seven o'clock and who remained in charge of the 
college doorway until seven o’clock next morning, 
occupied a kind of sentry box in the college vestibule. 

“Ruggle’s other responsibility was the maternity 
bell, for the maternity clerks lodged in the college, 
and had to be called when a message came in. Rug- 
gles both loved and loathed that bell. It rang at all 
hours, and sometimes several times a night, and 
Ruggles and the bell played a game with each other. 
The bell-ringers displayed a varying temperament and 
technique. When the bell rang vigorously and insis- 
tently, Ruggles would get out of his box like a fierce 
dog preparing to enjoy administering a fright. He 
could tell a dago or a Yid when he heard that bell 
ring in a particular way. 

“It rang that evening about three minutes to nine, 
and Ruggles got out of his box with his teeth showing 
in his beard. He tiptoed to the door, and opened it 
suddenly and fiercely. The expected figure stood re- 
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vealed on the door step. It wore a huge bowler hat, 
a long black overcoat almost down to its feet. It had 
a sallow face, and a hook nose, and a black retriever 
beard. It lisped. 

“ “The Doctor, pleath, misther, at once, pleath.’ 

“It tendered a card, but Ruggles did not look at the 
card. He held a large fist close to the Hebraic nose. 

“ “Here, you foot it, Moses. Shin off, and don’t you 
show yer ruddy face ’ere for a week, or I'll smash it. 
Get out.’ 

“The Jew cringed and whimpered. 

““But I vant the doctor, pleath. My wife— 

“Ruggles put a large hand on the creature’s chest, 
and pushed him off the doorstep. 

“ ‘ook it, and come back in a week, Slimy. This aint 
Jericho. Blow off’, and he slammed the door. 

“Sentimental people might have been shocked by 
Ruggles’s seeming brutality, but then Ruggles knew 
that gentlemen of the Hebrew persuasion arrived in- 
considerately on that doorstep days before the babe 
was due. They were prepared to cause you infinite 
trouble, without paying for it. They were both servile 
and sedulous. Also, Ruggles knew that the young 
gentlemen cursed whenever a Jewish card came in. 
It meant squalor and hysterics, and hours of procras- 
tination, and squeals and old women clawing at you 
on the stairs. And the young gentlemen were grateful 
to Ruggles when he drove Israel from the door, or 
clambered upstairs and made the happy announce- 
ment: 


For Distinction on Social 
Occasions 


For Dependability in 
Business 
Whichever you desire, your message on the 


blue blank assures complete satisfaction. 


Use POSTAL TELEGRAPH in your social activ- 
ities for good form, good taste and good im- 
pression. 


Use POSTAL TELEGRAPH in your business for 
speed, for accuracy and for depetidability. 


To telegraph, telephone 


Postal Telegraph 


Charges will appear on your telephone bill 
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“ “Case sir, name of Smith.’ 

“ ‘Good biz. English.’ 

“Yes sir. Not 40 ruddy years in the desert . . .’ 

“ “Evening, sir.’ 

“There were certain people to whom Ruggles gave 
a military salute, and Dr. Richmond was one of them. 

“Evening Ruggles. Babies booming?’ 

“Ruggles grinned. 

“ ‘One Shylock, sir.’ 

“Sent him off with a bee in his beard?’ 

“*That’s about it, sir.’” 

The kinship between the scribe of Das Schwarze 
Korps and Mr. Deeping is self-evident. They are both 
inspired by guttersnipe anti-Semitism. Note with 
what relish the unworthy countryman of George 
Eliot and of our contemporary Josiah Wedgewood 
(exiled to the House of Lords) describes Ruggle’s 
“large fist close to the Hebraic nose.” One feels that 
Mr. Deeping would be thrilled by an opportunity to 
bleed that nose. Bear in mind that the adjectives and 
descriptive passages frankly express Mr. Deeping’s 
own attitude, and in using the neuter “it” in speaking 
of the Jew, Mr. Deeping subtly implies the same as 
the Nazi writer labeling the Jew “sub-human.” 

The editor of the Jewish Chronicle naively foot- 
notes: “We would draw Mr. Deeping’s attention to a 
statement which has appeared in our columns many 
times: Everyone who stirs up Jew-hatred is cons- 
ciously or unconsciously helping Hitler.” 
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In other words, the Jewish Chronicle pleads with 
the anti-Semites that they proclaim “for the duration” 
a moratorium on Jew-hatred. And what of after “the 
duration,” when it will be possible to stir up Jew- 
hatred without fear of abetting Hitler, because there 
will be no Hitler? It is well to remember that Mr. 
Deeping is not a prodigal son, but is representative 
of a large section of Gentile opinion in all countries, 
representative of a certain tradition which claims its 
place in Christianity. 


Modern literature has contributed its bit toward 
anti-Semitism. Even writers far superior to Deeping 
have paid their humble respects to the cult of Jew- 
hatred. Remember Theodore Dreiser? And if you 
possess a short-wave set, you'll be delighted by Ezra 
Pound’s gibberish from Rome. 


Anti-Semitism, like air and sun, is everybody’s 
possession. 


* ¥ * 


President Roosevelt has warned that America must 
win not only the war, but the peace after the war 
as well. 


Too many Jews seem to think that merely winning 
the war is enough. They do not seek to win a peace 
for the Jew. Insensitive to past experience, blind to 
omens, all they desire is to continue, war or no war, 
a black-out of their Jewish conscience. 
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1. ... in a progressive Jewish national environment, congenial and 
intelligent comradeship, and a social and cultural program to meet 
your needs and interests? 


2. ... in “doing something” about the many problems confronting us 
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A BATCH OF PALESTINIAN PAPERS 


by Shulamith Schwartz 


T WAS A British official of the Palestinian admin- 

stration who once described “Davar,”’ the Histad- 
ruth’s daily newspaper, as the “most widely circulated 
paper in all the territory between Egypt and India.” 
In Palestine itself “Davar” is much more than the 
mouthpiece of the most powerful movement in the 
Yishuv. It has deliberately made itself the mirror of 
the daily life of the hundreds of thousands of rural 
and urban workers and their families organized in 
and about the Labor Federation. For ‘“Davar” there 
is “news value” not only in large issues and spectac- 
ular events but in a kibbutz’s acquisition of a new 
flock of sheep; in a lecture and discussion at a working 
women’s club; in a kindergarten festival or in the con- 
tents and the style of a new volume of poetry. 

Even in these days of censorship and rationed 
newsprint, a living Palestine rises out of the frayed 
pages of any bundle of “Davar” that manages to 
reach America. Take two weeks worth of the last 
batch, dated the end of August and beginning of 
September, and note the complex of forces and activ- 
ities reflected in the columns. The general back- 
ground of war is clear enough in the excellent day-by- 
day summaries of world events and in the long special 
articles of Dr. Israel Beer, “Davat’s” equivalent of a 
Hanson Baldwin or George Fielding Eliot. At the 
end of August Dr. Beer was discussing Japan’s mili- 
tary, naval and air strength in terms recent events 
have, on the whole, corroborated. Russian news was 
illuminated by a series of authoritative pen-portraits 
of Soviet leaders—Lozovsky, Litvinov and others— 
by the foreign news editor who did not leave Russia 
till about a decade after the Revolution. Then there 
are the special Palestinian footnotes on the War: 
an item on the arrival in Jerusalem of two American 
military observers “stopping at the Eden Hotel;” 
innumerable announcements of Jewish ARP and 
volunteer fire brigade drills in the cities and the 
larger villages; bitter attacks on those storekeepers 
“who shame the Yishuv” by overcharging British and 
Allied soldiers on leave. Lists of the Jerusalem radio’s 
new features, in addition to its former tri-lingual 
schedule, show what central importance it now has in 
British Middle Eastern propaganda. It regularly 
broadcasts news and comments in Turkish; in French 
for the benefit of Syria and Lebanon and the Free 
French troops; in Greman for the benefit of the en- 
emy soldiers in Libya. The battles in Libya and the 
previous ones in Greece and Crete come sadly close 
when one sees the occasional long lists in tiny type of 
“Missing Palestinian Soldiers.” 

The relationship of Palestinian Jewish industry to 
the war effort was made impressively clear, as cable 
dispatches informed us, by the Palestine Industrial 
Exhibit held in Cairo during the middle of August 
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under the aegis of the Palestine Government’s War 
Supply Board. The cables have told us of the admir- 
ing official comments made by General Auchlinleck, 
Mr. Oliver Lyttleton and the Egyptian prime minister 
and cabinet. What the newspapers add is a descrip- 
tion of business men and army authorities discussing 
actual orders; a sense of the stir occasioned by the 
Exhibit in all of Cairo—the visits of the King and 
Queen, the elegant ladies flocking about the dresses, 
purses and gloves “made in Tel Aviv’, the excited 
editorials in the Egyptian press, the gratification of 
the Egyptian Jewish community, delighted that Jew- 
ish Palestine was suddenly fashionable. There are 
detailed lists of the exhibits in the ten large halls, 
and they include an astounding variety—precision 
balances, scientific reagents and testing instruments, 
chemicals, pharmceuticals, paints and preservatives, 
machinery, retreaded tires, canned foods, iron tools, 
electrical equipment, a whole hall full of military 
supplies to which admission was “restricted.” And 
invariably the reports describe as the most touching 
feature of the exhibit, the fact that it became’a sort 
of shrine for every Jewish soldier who could manage 
to make his way there—homesick Palestinians as well 
as proud and almost incredulous Jewish members of 
the South African, British, Polish, Czech and Free 
French troops. 

The War makes its way into unexpected parts of 
the paper. Here is a list of “Books Received”: “How 
to Protect Yourself Against Time Bombs” by the 
Jewish Agency’s Advisor on Civilian Defense; “Selec- 
tions from Halevi’s Prose and Verse” issued by the 
Cultural Department of the Vaad Leumi in connec- 
tion with the eight hundredth anniversary of the 
poet’s death; “Wings for the People”, a pamphlet 
with photographs issued by the Palestine Aviation 
Society. Halevi’s position between the bombs and 
planes is not accidental. There is a consistent attempt 
to maintain cultural life at its pre-war level, and the 


‘two Bible chapters for the day are printed regularly 


in their little box. Whenever a new book of the Bible 
is to be started, there appears an invitation to join 
the readers, addressed to those who have not been 
following the program. If “Davar’s” premium for 
subscribers this fall was a biography of Winston 
Churchill with translations of his most important 
speeches and writings, the University extension classes 
held this summer in a number of villages emphasized 
the Messianic movements in Jewish history, taught 
always as an organic part of Zionist history. That 
sense of cultural and historic continuity permeated 
the Yehuda Halevi celebrations, the most impressive 
of which was held in August in front of the Wailing 
Wall, the legendary place of Halevi’s death. Even 
the twentieth anniversary of the settlement of Nah- 
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alal—the first of the Emek’s villages to commemorate 
its two decades of successful agricultural and com- 
munal existence—began with the solemn statement 
of one of the founders: “Thousands of years of history 
called us here, and we have rebuilt the Nahalal of 
Joshua’s time.” 


Overshadowing everything else is the problem of 
the Jewish soldier in the British forces—aid to him, 
to his family, to the movement for increased volun- 
teering. The University’s announcement of registra- 
tion for the new academic year includes an explicit 
statement to the effect that students liable to the con- 
scription imposed by the Jewish Agency, will not be 
accepted unless they present documentary evidence 
that they have been rejected by the Draft Office of the 
Agency. The inadequate communal support given to 
volunteers’ families is lamented editorially and in 
letters; a special fund-raising effort is in progress and 
various communities, notably Raanana, the American- 
founded citrus growing village, have opened special 
welfare offices for aid to the families of all local 
soldiers. The weeks before the New Year brought 
with them fervent appeals for gifts to the soldiers in 
the field. The appeals were made by the National 
Committee for the Welfare of Jewish Soldiers and 
were evidently answered generously. Each individual 
package was to contain “a handkerchief, an under- 
shirt, a pair of socks, toothpaste, soap, shaving cream, 
a tooth brush, crackers, candy, a pencil and razor 
blades.” The appeal ends: “It is always preferable to 
include a short personal greeting which will strength- 
en the soldier’s feeling of closeness to the Yishuv.” 


The feeling of closeness to the Yishuv seems, from 
one scrap of evidence after another, to be communicat- 
ing itself to Australian and British soldiers who have 
spent their leave in Jewish villages. There is the touch- 
ing but perfectly typical story of the Australian who 
while at camp in Palestine used to spend Saturdays 
with a group of other soldiers at the little kibbutz of 
Naan, and who, when he returned from Crete, the 
only one of the group alive and free, made his way at 
“once to Naan, because “I feel this is home.” There is a 
letter from another Australian who had spent some 
time at Gvat in the Emek. He writes of his gratitude 
for “the warm welcome you gave me in Utopia” and 
adds: “I have travelled through many countries and 
seen many places but never found it as hard to leave 
any place as it was for me to leave Gvat. I shall never 
forget your kind faces and the joy of the Hora and the 

_unity in which you work and live, and I shall never 
cease to regret that I cannot continue to live among 
you, as I should like to.” One of the most deeply 
rooted reasons for the affection the soldier guests feel 
for the villages was expressed by an English soldier at 
a reception in Kiriat Chaim, the workers’ suburb out- 
side of Haifa: “We are all heads of families and more 
than anything else we miss a home atmosphere and 
the company of little children. These you have given 
to us.” 
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That which makes Palestinian young men leave 
their homes and little children was expressed in a 
unique radio broadcast early in September. Jewish 
soldiers on leave appealed to the men of the country 
to join them as volunteers. Three of them were given 
the opportunity to make personal broadcasts—a Yem- 
enite soldier spoke to his six children, a young man to 
his mother, and another to the members of his kib- 
butz then celebrating the anniversary of their settle- 
ment on the land. Then these three and more than a 
score of others sang the song of their unit, evidently 
the second of the all-Jewish units. Roughly and in- 
adequately translated, it reads: 


“Two hundred bodies with a single will, 
We march into battle, 

And with us goes 

The legacy of ages, the hope of the future, 
This is the song of our Unit, Unit two, 
The song of a generation 

That breaks all chains, 

That faces death for the sake of life. 
All the world has cast us out 

And only this remains— 

The fields of Israel, home and refuge. 
This is the song of our Unit, Unit two, 
The song of the first to go to war 

The first but not for long— 


For tens of thousands shall rise to join us.” 
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SOCIALISM AND FAITH 


N WRITING of Hayim Green- 

berg’s article in the November 
issue of this periodical “Socialism Re- 
Examined” I must begin on a note of 
apology. It is so far superior to most of 
what is written on this topic, and with- 
al penned with such charm and ele- 
gance that it may seem ungenerous and 
even captious to find points of dis- 
agreement. Moreover, the essay obvi- 
ously betrays the deep and serious con- 
cern of the writer in his subject. He 
has found the shock of events disturb- 
ing to convictions long held, and in a 
sense, the article is a self-analysis of his 
inner conflict. 

It is the crisis in socialism which 
leads Greenberg to re-examine it, but 
the crisis is, in the last analysis, one in 
the minds of every thinking socialist. 
Re-examination of socialism must, in a 
large measure, then, be self-criticism. 

That the modern socialist movement 
is declining is notorious. That this 
should take place while governments 
themselves, under the pressure of war 
and crisis, resort in an increasing mea- 
sure to what, at least formerly it was 
agreed, were socialist measures is some- 
thing of a paradox, which though it 
holds some small crumb of comfort, yet 
makes the decay of socialism even 
more disturbing to its friends. No 
sympathetic critic of socialism can re- 
joice at its present state or its pros- 


pects. 

We must go back almost a hundred 
years to the decade of the 1850s to find 
a period when the socialist movement 
was so split up and impotent. Out of 
that confusion, marxism gradually 
emerged and seemed to present a solid 
theoretical structure. Particularly after 
the triumph of Germany in the Franco- 
Prussian War, competing socialist sects, 
as Marx had foreseen, either died alto- 
gether or merged with, better perhaps, 
were absorbed by marxism. While the 
First International displayed a motley 
variety of socialist and anarchist creeds, 
the Second International, on the con- 
trary, exhibited a fairly consistent and 
uniform doctrine of marxist inspira- 
tion, so much so, that even rebel social- 
isms like syndicalism claimed descent 
from Marx. 

To what extent the exclusive sway 
of marxism was bound up with the 
cultural dominance of German science, 
or of Germany as the first political 
power in Europe in the pre-World 
War epoch cannot be discussed here. 
Suffice it that the wide acceptance of 
marxism led to the popular belief that 


within fairly narrow limits only one © 


socialism or socialist theory was pos- 
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sible, i. e. marxian socialism; it had no 
serious rival. While marxism is still 
without a socialist competitor, unless a 
bastard hybrid like nazism, be called 
such, its adherents have themselves 
split into such a large number of hos- 
tile cliques, that it would not be unfair 
to assert that a common marxian soci- 
alism no longer exists. It is long since 
that there has been any single, author- 
itative interpreter of the marxian doc- 
trine enjoying the prestige, for in- 
stance, that Kautsky once possessed. 

The result of the current dissatisfac- 
tion with socialism is that thoughtful 
men are no longer inquiring as to the 
basis of marxian theory—the technical 
problems of the labor theory of value, 
the contradictions, real or spurious, be- 
tween the first and third volumes of 
“Capital,” even the subtleties of the 
theory of historical materialism hardly 
stir a ripple of interest. It is socialism, 
itself, that is being searched, not as a 
doctrine of this or that sect or party, as 
one or other scheme of social-economic 
reform, but as a universal idea express- 
ing itself in various doctrines and party 
allegiances. What are its basic ideals 
and purposes? What can it inform us 
with respect to the essentially moral 
and spiritual problems with which we 
are faced? 

Greenberg's article strikingly exem- 
plifies the new critical approach to 
socialism. It deliberately shunts eco- 
nomics aside, and we can almost hear 
him saying: leave economics to the 
specialists, the professors of graphs and 
Statistics; our concern is with socialism 
as a moral problem. Thus he writes: 
“The only specific good that socialism 
can offer is the very thing that it had 
ignored in the past—the striving after 
human dignity and social worth for 
every individual . . . Fundamentally, 
socialism, which is much older than 
any of our socialist movements and 
theories, never sought to establish any- 
thing more than the worth of the in- 
dividual in society.” As history this 
may be doubtful, but I do not suppose 
Greenberg would be much disturbed if 
it were. Very likely, his reply would be 
that whatever socialism may have been 
in the past, the socialist ideal of the 
present and future must embody the 
concept of human dignity and social 
worth for the individual. And mind 
you, Greenberg’s concern is with the 
individual, not with the class; no men- 
tion is made of the “emancipation of 
the proletariat,” the “expropriation of 
the bourgeoisie,” and the like. 

At first blush it may seem strange 
that a critic like Greenberg, whose em- 


phasis is on socialism as a moral prob- 
lem, should find the fundamental de- 
fect from which socialism in the past 
has suffered to be its religious charac- 
ter. In view of the ordinarily close as- 
sociation of religion with ethics it 
might appear to lead to this paradox: 
If socialism is primarily a moral and 
spiritual problem how can it avoid 
constant contact with religion as an in- 
spirational force supplying it with 
direction and faith? On the other hand, 
if such contact is avoided, how can 
socialism be other than a mere tech- 
nical-economic problem, a relation of 
means to limited ends such as greater 
economic efficiency or a more even dis- 
tribution of the world’s goods? Green- 
berg is saved from such a contradiction 
by his special definition of religion ac- 
cording to which “the chief character- 
istics of a religion are its eschatological 
predictions and promises.” In sum, the 
hallmark of a religion is its eschatol- 
ogy, and the besetting vice of socialism 
(in the past and present) is the reli- 
gious, that is to say, eschatological pre- 
tensions of its prophets and leaders. 


The purification of socialism from 
non-essential ideological trappings is 
without doubt, an enterprise well mer- 
iting respect and attention. Religion, 
we feel, should be religion, while soci- 
alism should attend to its own business 
and not make promises of a new earth 
and a new heaven. This seems simple 
enough until we ask ourselves: Can it 
be sheer accident that socialism has al- 
ways been clad in a religious garb, and 
that whether the socialist teacher has 
been the utopian, More, or the scientist 
Marx, eschatology has bulked large in 
its teaching? Indeed, ironical as it un- 
doubtedly is, eschatology plays a great- 
er part in the doctrines of the “scienti- 
fic” Marx than in that of the “utopian” 
More, for More never intended his 
“Utopia” to sound a trumpet announc- 
ing the imminent dawn of a new Era. 
If religion, i. e. eschatology is omitted 
from socialism, what is left? Economic 
doctrine? Greenberg, for one, is not 
interested in that. Ethics and morals 
remain, but then socialism would be 
dissolved in ethicism, and the socialist 
movement would become a sort of 
ethical culture society. 

Greenberg is really attempting the 
same sort of rationalist criticism of 
socialism to which Protestant and Jew- 
ish theologians have subjected the 
Christian and Jewish religions. The re- 
ligious reformers cry out that religion 
should be stripped of its dogmas and 
mysteries so that the free soul can wor- 
ship unemcumbered by doctrines and 
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observances which he cannot accept. 
Very good, but what is left to worship 
after dogmas and mystery have been 
taken away? Even the existence of an 
Almighty God, if granted, is no reason 
for worship. No one prays to the Sec- 
ond Law of Thermodynamics or to 
Mendelaeff's Law. 


Rationalist reform of religion is it- 
self a symptom of religious decay, and 
while it has worked to halt the decline 
of religious influence, its success in this 
direction has been rather negligible. 
On the whole, it has done more to ac- 
celerate the decay of religion than to 
prop it up. Catholicism has held out 
against the rationalist skepticism better 
than has Protestantism just because it 
has been most intransigeant, and least 
willing to yield ground. On the con- 
trary, it answered the higher criticism 
and the wave of liberal enlightenment 
with an emphatic assertion of papal in- 
fallibility and the damnation of the 
liberal and modernist doctrines. But 
observe, on the other hand, the effects 
of rationalist reform on Protestantism 
and Judaism. Liberal Protestantism 
turned to Unitarianism but Unitarian 
churches worshipping God and prais- 
ing Jesus, as merely man, albeit the 
Perfect Man, have never drawn large 
congregations of worshippers, and very 
few of the humble folk have ever sat in 
their pews. And as even Unitarianism 
preserves something of the religious 
mystery, rebel churches are formed 
without ascertainable doctrine of any 
sort where the “community,” whatever 
the creed of its constituent members 
may be, or if they have no creed at all, 
can foregather and discourse on current 
events, or listen to lectures on the 
drama and politics. Yet for some, even 
this medicine is too strong, smacking 
too much of the trappings of religious 
mystery, and they convoke their en- 
lightened fellows into ethical culture 
societies; the altar is completely cast 
out, and the priest is not even a min- 
ister or rabbi but a simple leader. In 
the ethical culture society, religion has 
been finally stripped of the last shred 
of mystery and creed, and has become 
a pure devotion to ethics. It is the final 
and logical result of the rationalist crit- 
icism of religion, but is it any longer 
religion? And has it any future? It is 
notorious that it has no present for the 
' great masses of men and women, ar- 
dently burning for faith, passionately 
desiring the comforts and solace of 
religion, wanting to pray and worship 
when bereaved, or gripped by emo- 
tional crisis. Of what use is a “reli- 
gion” without altar, creed or mystery? 
Is it surprising then that the ethical 
culture societies have never attracted 
more than a few adherents, and those, 
only among academic people? 


Religion dissolved into ethicism is 
no longer religion. Creedless, formless, 
lacking in mystery and eschatology, of- 
fering neither promise of salvation nor 
admonishing with the fear of damna- 
tion, it is only the shadowy ghost of a 
departed faith. What the worshipper 
seeks is faith, belief and salvation, in 
short, eschatology. It is in this respect 
that socialism and religion are in the 
same boat. 

To what was the popularity of marx- 
ism due in the period between 1880- 
1920, and its short revival in the 
United States between 1930-1939? 
The answer should be obvious—to its 
eschatology. In the midst of the grave- 
est crisis with which our country has 
been affected, a doctrine which had 
been slumbering for years among a 
comparative handful of immigrants, 
and held alien and contemptible, was 
eagerly embraced by large numbers of 
Americans. And with good reason. It 
did more than merely promise salva- 
tion; it guaranteed it. The emancipa- 
tion of the proletariat might be delay- 
ed, but its final triumph was inevitable. 
The Kingdom of Righteousness was 
assured; the days of evil, foul-smelling 
capitalism were numbered. The Dial- 
ectic of History, a mystery scarcely 
more comprehensible than the Trinity, 
and assumed to have been discovered 
some time around the year 1847 by 
Karl Marx, demonstrated without per- 
adventure of doubt that capitalism was 
doomed, and that the hour of “the ex- 
propriation of the expropriators” was 
close at hand. The devotees of this 
faith voiced their exultation as they 
sang the refrain of its principal hymn: 

“Tis the final conflict; Let each stand 

in his place, 

The International (of socialism) 

shall be the human race.” 

The strength of socialism Iay pre- 
cisely in the very element of which 
Greenberg wants to deprive it, or 
rather of which he would have social- 
ism strip itself, i. e. its eschatology. 
Without the demonstrated faith in the 
final victory of socialism, evidence for 
which was searched not only in con- 
temporary economics, where we might 
reasonably expect to find it, but in far 
away corners as well of anthropology 
and history, and in the complex web of 
philosophical speculation; without this 
certitude, the socialist movement could 
never have made headway at all against 
the obstinate strength of custom and 
inertia. The very pretense of marxism 
to be scientific, non-religious, and even 
non-moral, in an era when the prestige 
of science was great, strengthened its 
vital though hidden eschatological in- 
fluence. 

The decline of socialism is not ow- 
ing, as Greenberg imagines, to its hav- 
ing harbored an eschatology, to its hav- 
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ing set up as a religion, for without a 
fighting faith blindly confident in vic- 
tory and believing that victory to spell 
something at least akin to salvation for 
all mankind, the socialist movement 
would never have been more than a 
social reform society or ethical culture 
club. The truth is, rather, that the sad 
and brutal history of the present day 
too glaringly contradicts the hopes, the 
promises and dreams of socialist escha- 
tology and so cuts away its foundation. 
Marxian eschatology (and modern soc- 
ialism was little else) feels the blow 
with particular severity precisely be- 
cause it laid special emphasis upon the 
inevitability of socialism as a historical 
process, the “wave of the future,” to 
employ a current phrase. Because the 
eschatological promises of marxism 
show no promise of fulfillment while 
Hitler's legions trample over Europe, 
the masses are deserting it. From this 
one ought not to infer, as Greenberg 
does, that socialism would have been 
stronger had these promises not been 
given, but rather that the eschatological 
hopes aroused by socialism are so nec- 
essary tO its vitality as a mass move- 
ment that without them, the socialist 
movement would never have had a 
mass following. 


I have said that without an eschatol- 
ogy socialism becomes at best a move- 
ment for social reform wanting in the 
pathos, elan and single-minded concep- 
tion essential for a mass-movement. 
Here indeed, in the “religion” of social- 
ism is the essential difference between 
socialism and social reform. Men have 
always felt this intuitively even when 
they have not paused to take stock of 
themselves and become aware of it. 
Take the custom e. g. of socialists ad- 
dressing each other as “comrades.” This 
is quite proper when men are bound 
together (religion from the Latin reli- 
gare, “to bind”) in a religious or quasi- 
religious union, but it is completely in- 
explicable when men are merely asso- 
ciated together to secure a transitional 
and temporal reform. There is no rea- 
son why I should use the address of 
“comrade” towards one who is working 
with me to regulate the employment of 
women in industry or frame a code for 
labor unions. We may be associates or 
colleagues, but not comrades. Com- 
radeship has deeper roots; it is a mys- 
tical bond denoting common devotion 
to a cause, not a temporary union for 
limited ends. Nor is it accidental that 
we commonly speak of so and so being 
“converted” to socialism, for the act of 
acknowledging oneself to be a socialist 
is truly an act of conversion, and if the 
reader is or was a socialist, he will, I 
am sure, on thinking back to that 
moment of his life when he first knew 
himself to be a socialist, recall how he 
experienced a thrill of spiritual exalta- 
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tion like that of the religious devotee 
who kneels at the altar of his faith. 

Unconsciously, Greenberg himself 
corroborates my point about the differ- 
ence between socialism and social re- 
form, for what else can he mean when 
he writes: “The main weakness of the 
socialist revisionists who followed 
Bernstein's leadership was that their 
approach lacked the moral pathos 
without which socialism cannot be- 
come a social-educational force?” He 
cannot mean that Bernstein and his 
followers ignored the moral aspects of 
socialism, for on the contrary, they 
were hotly condemned by the orthodox 
for the very offense of having smuggled 
morals into a historical-economic pro- 
cess. Greenberg will surely recall how 
Bernstein was accused of moralism, of 
going back to Kant, and the like. What 
the revisionists lacked was not moral 
but religious pathos, an intensity of 
feeling about socialism. And no won- 
der, for Bernstein by boldly attacking 
the eschatology of marxism, was driven 
to assert that his real interest lay not in 
socialism but in social reform. 

The difference between socialism 
and social reform was never clearly un- 
derstood either by the orthodox marx- 
ists or their revisionist critics. For the 
most part both parties supposed it to 
be the issue between revolution and re- 
form, and the labor of exegetes on both 
sides and of a few professors gave rise 
to an enormous mass of pamphlet liter- 


ature now living only in the memory 
of those who like the present writer re- 
member hours of pleasant reading in 
the public library on cold wintry after- 
noons. At the hour of trial, however, it 
turned out that not a few of the ortho- 
dox shrank from revolution and that 
their notion of revolution was so vague 
as to be indistinguishable from reform. 

In the perspective of time we can 
now see that what separated the ortho- 
dox marxist from the revisionist was 
the wall of religious faith. The marxist 
had it and was a socialist; the revision- 
ist lacking in faith could only be a re- 
former. He might work to do away 
with child labor, or raise the laborer’s 
wages; these were ad hoc efforts to at- 
tain limited ends, but he had no plat- 
onic vision of an ultimate and perfect 
society, a complete harmony of man 
and society, and, worse still, he had no 
real faith that the reality of such a vis- 
ion was at hand. Thus the revisionist 
lacked the “moral pathos,” the want of 
which Greenberg justly charges against 
him. 

We have seen that without religion, 
socialism becomes indistinguishable 
from a movement for social reform. 
This is nothing to be ashamed of or 
apologetic about, for it is likely that 
social reform corresponds more closely 
to the needs of this age than does soc- 
ialism. Only it is not socialism, and 
there is no use pretending that it is. 
When, for instance, Greenberg con- 
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cludes his article: “After this war soc- 
ialism must take upon itself the task of 
introducing a measure of stability into 
the world,” we wonder what queer sort 
of socialism it is that seeks stabilization 
and the status quo in a capitalist order. 
The demand for stabilization after the 
hell of communist, fascist and nazi re- 
volutions, world war and the civil wars 
to come, may be _ understandable 
enough, but why call it socialism? If 
traditional allegiance to socialism 
should mislead us into sticking to the 
label after the contents of the bottle 
have been emptied, we will rightly be 
charged with hypocrisy. 

In a broad sense, however grave the 
crisis that now threatens socialism, it is 
difficult to imagine that the wound is 
mortal. The human spirit will always 
seek assurance of perfection and final- 
ity, so that while socialism may blos- 
som and perish, the universal of which 
the particular socialisms are but partial 
embodiments, suited or not to the con- 
ditions of the here and now, will al- 
ways live somewhere, and again send 
forth its shoots. Very likely, it will 
equip itself with a religion, or ideology 
if you prefer that word, as different 
from marxism as the latter differs from 
the doctrine of St. Simon. Who will be 
its prophet we cannot say. Whether we, 
of this generation, who have lost one 
religion, can ever embrace another, is 
highly doubtful. 
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“WE MUST BE BOLD” 


TWO WAY PASSAGE, by Louts Apamic. Harper 
& Bros. 382 pp. $2.50. 


LL OF his mature life, Mr. Louis Adamic has seen a 
great story in the immigrants. Like Rolvaag, who 
wrote Giants of the Earth, and Mary Antin, who wrote 
Promised Land, and Ludwig Lewisohn, the author of Up 
Stream, he has felt the poignant and inspiring drama of the 
uprooting of millions of men and women and their trans- 
planting on the good earth of America. He has grieved over 
the heartless decrees of expulsion issued by tyrant hands or 
by equally ruthless circumstance. And he has rejoiced in the 
comforting, welcoming spirit of America. 

The more he has involved himself with the life of these 
immigrant families, the more has he discovered that we are 
all immigrants here, that America is but an extension, 
culturally, of all of Europe and good parts of Asia and 
Africa. He came upon the startling truth that Plymouth 
Rock and Ellis Island differ only in the context of time. He 
realized that for wholesome American living, Plymouth 
Rock would have to understand Ellis Island and Ellis Island, 
Plymouth Rock. Some four years ago, he began a project, 
with the assistance of the Rockefeller Foundation. He sent 


thousands of broadside questionnaires to “new stock” and 
“old stock” families. The questionnaire elicited answers to a 
variety of questions relating to the origin, the experience, 
the attitudes of the immigrant. Whenever an answer 
seemed of particular interest, Mr. Adamic or one of his 
assistants would visit the writer and get fuller particulars. 
The book From Many Lands was the first result of this 
project. Two Way Passage is the second harvest of the 
Plymouth Rock and Ellis Island project. 


This book was written in the white heat of inspiration. 
The idea clicked in the author’s mind some time in July. 
Late in August the book was on the linotype. The proofs 
were read in September and the finished copies rolled off the 
press early in October. Less than three months from the 
author's brain to the reader’s lap! Of course, the book shows 
the marks of hastiness—a certain diffuseness and lack of 
structure in the argument. In the long monologue or dia- 
logue between Uncle Sam and John Bull, Uncle Sam 
changes his character from literati to Bronx bum with a 
suddenness that leaves the reader breathless. The author is 
so conscious of the sensational nature of his plan that he 
takes some 250 pages to prepare you for it and less than fifty 
pages in which to describe it. As the remaining pages of the 
book grew fewer and fewer, I grew nervous. I was afraid 
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that Adamic was growing soft, that he was going to let us 
down with some such panacea as getting Religion with a 
capital “R” or writing chain letters or buying alphabet soup 
made of nothing but V's. 

But his plan was more substantial than these. The essence 
of the plan in Two Way Passage was most eloquently stated 
by Mr. Samuel Grafton in his “I'd Rather Be Right” column 
in the New York Post. Mr. Grafton came upon the idea 
after Mr. Adamic began work on his book, but beat Adamic 
to the public because naturally a newspaper column can get 
into type faster than a book. Here is the way Grafton puts it: 


“I doubt whether any of the diplomats now in office in 
England are emotionally capable of conducting a revolu- 
tion against Hitler in Europe. Nor are the exiled govern- 
ments of Poland, Norway, Holland, Belgium, etc., the 
most inspiring sights in the world. These are, in every 
case, governments of failure, failure in almost a biological 
sense: they could not keep their countries alive. . . . 

“We must never forget that revolution in Europe 
means revolution against the misleaders of the past, who 
made Hitler’s road easy, as well as revolution against 
Hitler. The revolutionary energy of Europe will be 
directed against the Polish colonels, the Belgian ‘neu- 
trality’ master-minds, the Norwegian do-nothings, no 
less than against the Nazis. ‘Bring us back so that we 
can make the same mistakes for you again,’ is no revo- 
lutionary rallying-cry. .. . 

“The obligation upon America is great and historic. 
The hour is striking for Lafayette’s return, and Kosciusko’s 
too. We need to develop, among our own tumbling mil- 
lions of ‘foreign’ origin, the new leaders for whom Europe 
waits. We need to make contact for them, by whatever 
miracles of intelligence work, with the new leaders within 
Europe who must (or history is a liar) be coming forward 
slowly in every village or town... .” 

Mr. Adamic believes this idea of igniting a real demo- 
cratic revolution in Europe will click with the American 
public. Many letters he has received from all types of 
Americans indicate that they will take to it. He believes 
that many more will, if and when they understand the 
reasons. Here are some of the reasons as presented by our 
author. 

In the first place, it is necessary for our own peace of 
mind. We simply cannot escape Europe. It is in our blood. 
We Jews know it. No matter how much we try to find 
escape in the thought that Europe is far away, that they got 
themselves into this stew, that America has enough prob- 
lems of its own—we cannot quite drive the thought of those 
doomed people from our hearts. And when one of them 
writes us saying that he bears our name or that his uncle was 
a step-brother of our aunt—well, we sign the affidavit and 
contribute the passage money. After all, blood is thicker 
than water and an easy conscience is worth a little material 
sacrifice. 

Now the Czechs, the Poles, the Norwegians, the Greeks 
feel exactly the same way. They too might say: “the Hell 
with Europe,” but they don’t sleep nights because the 
memories of the old country keep pouring in, awakening 
nostalgic sentiments, resurrecting heart throbs packed in the 
songs their mothers taught them. Even the Anglo-Saxons, 
the first families of Boston and Richmond, are feeling the 
same way about good old England. The bombs that fell on 
Coventry and Bristol and Plymouth set up repercussions that 
stirred a deep-buried loyalty to Magna Charta, Shakespeare, 
cricket, country hedges and good old Queen Victoria. 

Of course, the German-Americans, the Italian-Americans 
and the Japanese-Americans feel the same way about the 
countries of their origins. And this feeling is bound to be a 
source of continuous friction between the different elements 
in our population. The America-Firsters say: “Let us forget 
Europe. Let us mind our own business—America first and 
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let the Devil take Europe.” The only trouble with this atti- 
tude is that the devil is Mr. Hitler and he wants not only to 
take Europe, but the whole globe. So we have a situation 
where Hitler supports our conscience. He, too, will not let 
us forget Europe. 

If Europe is not always to be a source of friction bringing 
discord among the various elements of our population, and 
forcing us to spend our treasures and our young manhood’s 
blood at periodic intervals, we must help Europe organize 
itself for peace on the pattern of our own American 
democracy. 

Our first duty is, of course, to defeat Hitler and to use 
whatever naked force is necessary to accomplish that end; 
but the next step is to provide Europe with an idea and a 
plan that will be more appealing than Nazism, Fascism or 
Communism. That idea is American democracy. Here is a 
plan that has worked for one hundred and fifty years and has 
brought a greater measure of opportunity and comfort to 
more people than any other system known to man. And 
who are the people who have succeeded in the American 
way of life? Not men from Mars, not some peculiar people 
with a unique genius for democracy, but the sons and 
daughters, nieces, nephews and cousins of the same Italians, 
Germans, Hungarians, Greeks, Roumanians, Poles, Jews and 
Slovenians that are always at each other's throats in Europe. 
We will not be able to sell Europe our plan by sending them 
pamphlets about America—nor will we be able to force 
Europe to adopt our plan by threatening to withhold aid for 
reconstruction while we draw up our skirts as we did after 
the last war and let them get out of their own stew. 

We must organize a Peace Expeditionary Force. We must 
send economists who will guard against the economic Bal- 
kanization of Europe, statesmen who will resist any attempt 
to repeat Poincare’s and Clemenceau’s revanche—but men 
so aglow with the spirit and temper of democracy that the 
poor, punch-drunk, war-weary folk of Europe will simply 
not want to listen to the siren songs of the post-war 
demagogues. 

Who shall these statesmen be that will constitute our 
peace expeditionary force? Why they will be men like La 
Guardia and Pecora for Italy, Wendell Willkie and Major 
Krueger for Germany, Big Bill Knudsen and Tom Amlie 
for Denmark and the Scandinavian countries. Wild Bill 
Donovan might direct whatever force of troops would be 
necessary in the early stages. Mr. Adamic can supply names 
of representatives of every nationality-group that has suc- 
ceeded in America. The living example of successful men of 
their own flesh and blood would be more compelling than a 
million books and a thousand speeches of local fuehrers. 
This would be the return passage, and the true repayment 
for the work of Lafayette, Kosciusko, Pulaski and Von 
Steuben. 

Felix Frankfurter would head a commission to deal with 
the Jew-Gentile psychosis. This psychosis, Adamic defines, 
as being due on the Gentile side to his own sense of frustra- 
tion and fear. The German-American finding himself in a 
conflict between his loyalty to America and his loyalty to 
Germany finds it easy to escape from this hard choice by 
accusing the Jews of being the real trouble-makers. There 
are not wanting the paid Nazi agents who are intent on 
siphoning America’s emotional unrest into anti-Semitic 
channels. In fact, Adamic quotes an instance of a German- 
American housewife who was forced to boycott a Jewish 
cleaner by threats of harm to her relatives in Germany. 
What amazes and hurts our author deeply is the fact that 
men otherwise intelligent will take leave of their reason 
when it comes to the Jewish problem. Czechs, Poles and 
Slovenes—themselves the victims of Nazi persecution—will 
swallow the obscene propaganda of the Coughlinites and the 
Christian Fronters. Adamic is satisfied to attribute this to 
the near insanity of frustration. He does not offer the “un- 
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conscious Christ-hatred” explanation of Sigmund Freud and 
Mr. Maurice Samuel. 

On the Jewish side, the psychosis manifests itself also in a 
deep sense of frustration. The passionate resentment of the 
Jew toward Nazi persecution of his fellow-Jews in Europe, 
increased the hostility of German-Americans and other 
isolationists. This in turn has induced an excess of caution 
among the Jews who dared not publicly advocate the defeat 
of Hitler. “So the great passion in them is blocked... by a 
stepped-up war crisis, anti-Semitism, and by the fear of still 
worse anti-Semitism if they give vent to their passion. The 
tragic waste.” 

As for the situation in Europe, Adamic quotes Benjamin 
Akzin’s article in the September Harpers to the effect that 
even the liberal governments in Europe will have to expel 
large sections of their Jewish population because the Gen- 
tiles who have inherited their economic positions will not 
give them up. He concludes: “Within the frame of the cur- 
rent thinking about the world crisis, the problem of Euro- 
pean Jewry is insoluble. ... This is the most oppressive fact 
gradually entering the consciousness of American Jews.” 

There would be difficulties of course. There might be a 
few assassinations. England and Russia might not be so 
ready to make way for America, but they could be per- 
suaded. They will not be in a position after this war to be 
very obstinate. Some may accuse us of being conceited and 
superior. So let them. Surely we have more to show for our 
way of life, than Nazism, Communism or the old British 
Imperialism have to show for their respective ways of life. 

In the process of converting others we can learn from 
them as the early Christians learned from the peoples they 
converted. Russia, Denmark, Norway, Switzerland, England 
have much to teach us, much that will improve our 
American Way. 

I think this comparison with the early Christians is quite 
apt. We must become evangelists for democracy. It cer- 
tainly deserves our zealous devotion. We have come to a 
point in world history which America had reached in Lin- 
coln’s time, when he said: “A house divided against itself 
cannot stand—we cannot remain permanently half-slave 
and half-free.” Unless we wish to destroy all that science has 
brought us, we must accept the world as a neighborhood. 
Either the Nazis or the Communists will unify the world 
under some form of State Socialism, with or without racial 
distinctions, or we will unify it under a federative plan such 
as our own United States of America—a plan which can 
provide the greatest amount of political freedom and 
economic security for the largest number of people. 

“If we would live by the light of reason then we must be 
bold.” That was said by the son of Bohemian immigrants by 
the name of Brandeis and affords us a good motto for our 
time. Why should we leave all the initiative to the totali- 
tarian fanatics? It is time for us democrats to prove that our 
faith has enough virility to live and cause others to live. 

Mr. Adamic speaks in an almost mystical vein of the way 
this idea of a return passage struck him. It clicked like a 
revelation. I think it was but the resurgence of his exper- 
ience so beautifully described in “A Native’s Return.” He 
remembers how the folk in his Slovenian village responded 
to the glory and the hope of America as they were embodied 
in the person of a native son. Adamic could have led those 
people to walk or swim to America—so impressive was the 
argument of his own success. 

I had a similar experience in 1937 when I returned to my 
native village of Stephin, in Volhynia, Poland. Half of the 
Jewish population of this village had migrated to America 
between the years 1900 and 1914. My father was among the 
fortunate group that came to this blessed land. The little 
shoe-making business which his father had inherited from a 
long line of Weinsteins was not able to support the two sons 
of my grandfather Gedaliah. So it fell to my father who was 
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the younger and had the smaller family (only four children) 
to migrate and leave the ancestral business of making boots 
for the Polish peasantry to his older brother. 

When I saw my first cousins, I was shocked, for they 
looked old enough to be my parents. The poorest family 
among those who had come to America would have been a 
Rothschild in this village. But the poverty was not as 
depressing as the terrifying sense of oppression and hate 
that hung over everyone in the village. The local priests had 
been preaching a holy boycott of Jewish stores and peddlers. 
The Polish police were deliberately bent on making life 
intolerable for the Jews. When my cousins saw my passport 
with the official seal of the Secretary of State, and confirmed 
the rumors that two Jews sat as Associate Justices of the 
Supreme Court of the United States, and that there were 
several Jewish Governors in America, they held their heads 
high and insisted that I make this known to the local chief 
of police. They thought it might be wholesome even for a 
Pole to know that America was a land of opportunity for the 
meanest of its own children. Our cousins paraded us around 
the main streets of Stephin to show their neighbors what 
America could do with a so-called surplus Polish Jew. 


They could not thank us enough for the sheer encourage- 
ment of our presence. A delegation of ten made the long 
journey to Malynsk to bid us farewell, and as the train 
pulled out of the station, the delegation with one voice 
called out: “Du sollst uns nicht vergessen—Du sollst uns 
nicht vergessen.” They meant that America should not 
forget them. As long as America had them in mind, they 
could have some hope for the future. 

Since we can’t bring them over here, we'll bring America 
over there. This will be one invasion that I am certain will 
be welcomed by the natives. JACOB J. WEINSTEIN 


The Spirit and Letters of Israel 


A HISTORY OF JEWISH LITERATURE, Volume IV. 
From Eighteen Eighty to Nineteen Thirty Five, Bloch 
Publishing Co., XIV, 1221 pp $5.50. 


At the end of a decade of work, Dr. Meyer Waxman 
has succeeded in completing his monumental history of 
Jewish literature from the closing of the Bible canon to 
the year 1935. His fourth volume, dealing with Jewish 
literature from 1880 to 1935, but covering also for a 
longer period, Jewish literature in Yiddish, in the Euro- 
pean languages and in America, caps and completes a 
finished structure of carefully collated, simply organized 
information fully describing Jewish literature in all its 
phases and in all countries and ages since the Bible was 
edited in Palestine. 


These four volumes have even greater significance than 
a similar reference work concerning another literature 
would have had. To have collected and organized all the 
latest scholarly evidence concerning a literature over two 
thousand years old, written in the farthest corners of the 
earth and in several different languages whose vocabulary 
and usages only highly trained students can often decipher, 
would have been in itself a masterwork of patience and 
erudition, fully justifying the devotion of a decade of 
laborious years. But in his work Waxman has done more 
than to record the life of an ancient and contemporary 
literature; he has written the scrolls of a nation’s life. In a 
way no other literature has ever paralleled, Jewish litera- 
ture has been the mainspring of Jewish life, the one vital 
movement never stilled in all Israel’s long history. Wax- 
man’s books have captured the record of Israel’s vital driv- 
ing power and made it accessible to all Jews in the English- 
speaking countries, and to all others who may be interested 
in the riddle of Jewish existence. 
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In a certain sense there is something particularly timely 
in the publication of Waxman’s four volumes over the 
period of the past ten years. During that time there has 
been evident a gradual but definite change in the attitude 
of thinking Americans towards the “new immigration” and 
the problem of its assimilation. The earlier fear-inspired 
urgency, with which the demand for Americanization 
was pushed, slowly yielded to a new realization that the 
policy had its hidden dangers. In learning “American 
ways,” sociologists began to suspect, the immigrants simply 
dropped their old regulative institutions without acquiring 
suitable substitutes; to that situation the moral evils which 
festered in the immigrant slum areas were more and more 
attributed. Progressive social workers began to oppose the 
radical breakdown of immigrant traditions, because they 
saw in them effective deterrents from crime and delin- 
quency. For those reasons and others as well, a new sort of 
Americanism has been preached, notably by Louis Adamic 
but also by a wide variety of Americans, which proposed to 
preserve the national traditions of immigrant peoples, 
because of their moral value, and because from them the 
evolving culture of America would be enriched. 

The Jews are, of course, included among the immigrant 
peoples whose culture ought to be preserved; but, what- 
ever may be the case with other nationalities, the Adamics, 
Jews and Gentiles alike, have found themselves subtly 
thwarted in all the ordinary approaches to the preserva- 
tion of Jewish culture. Other peoples could bring to folk 
festivals tangible and easily apprehended national traits 
like folk dances, peasant costumes, lace-work, and comic 
dolls. There was not much in Jewish culture which lent 
itself to a smiliar display. Even the most playful elements 
of Jewish culture are informed with a bookish seriousness, 
and have to be studied in connection with Jewish literature 
to be appreciated. 

Of course, all national cultures are powerfully influenced 
by religion and philosophy; but, in European civilization 
at least, the bookish element is the common substratum of 
all the cultures, while distinctive folk customs express the 
“national individuality.” Like all generalization, this one 
is not completely true, but it is close enough to the truth 
so that the understanding of European national cultures 
can go quite far through simple aesthetic appreciation of 
<i forms in which a common content expresses 
itself. 

The forms of Jewish culture do not, in the first place, 
coincide with the extension of the Jewish people; because, 
living in dispersion all over the world, Jews have adopted 
and dropped with considerable indifference the customs and 
life-forms of a wide variety of countries. In all its variety 
of forms of expression however, Jewish culture has been 
unified by a universal body of literature. Without a knowl- 
edge of that literature the particular customs of Jewish 
communities mean very little. The Preservation of Jewish 
culture on a simple aesthetic basis by recording cantorial 
chants or developing Hassidic dance movements cannot 
go very far, because even true aesthetic appreciation of 
those forms of expression is unattainable without a familiar 
acquaintance with the literature and concepts which they 
symbolize. 

There are many peculiar things about Jewish history, 
enough to make it universally accepted that Jewish exis- 
tence is an historical riddle. The true proportions of that 
riddle are recognized only when we remember not only 
the antiquity of the Jews, but the fact that they have 
maintained the life habits and the thoughts of a Chosen 
People through centuries of suppression. Other peoples in 
servitude have also had their myths about slumbering 
monarchs who would ultimately awake and restore the 
pristine national splendor; but in their laws, religion, in- 
tellectual disciplines and social conventions they have all, 
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more or less, reached a plane of agreement with their 
conquerors in which the dominance of the latter was ack- 
nowledged. Only the Jews maintained a highly systemized 
literature, formal institutions and social customs which im- 
plied, in plain contradiction to the facts of life, their 
superior authorization for law-making and the determina- 
tion of just concepts. 

The strength and stubborness required to maintain such 
a position, was given to the Jews by their religion. Other 
peoples might claim supernatural origin for their folk 
habits, but they lacked the metaphysical conviction of their 
beliefs, and were not prepared to be martyred for them. 
The Jewish national laws and habits were founded in a 
universal religion which claimed ultimate authority, and 
could thus be abandoned only through apostacy. That alone, 
of all the motives for preserving national institutions, 
proved effective in preventing the processes of assimilation 
and accomodation from going their full length. 

If the Jews had differed from Christians only in a few 
dogmas and beliefs, they might very well have become 
a mere sect, adopting the laws and customs of their coun- 
tries in everything but religion. But the differences were 
less in dogmas than in the claim to ultimate authority 
through divine revelation; and the authority of Jewish 
“religion” was asserted in every particular of Jewish life. 
That was not only an objective fact but all rules of conduct 
in Jewish society were specifically related to and deliber- 
ately derived from the revealed texts. 

The Jewish community was a constitutionally ruled 
society and its Constitution was Jewish literature. The sway 
of the law extended among the Jews into a far wider range 
of behavior and influenced the motives of conduct far 
more deeply than any other constitutional law has ever 
done, even including the Koran. It was not the rule and 
creation of courts alone, but it determined the minutest 
etiquette of the people. The law was not only feared or 
studied, but it entered into the myth making of the com- 
mon people, and its traditions were worked into their 
poetry. The law embodied mysticism, scientific imagination, 
humor, grief, the whole life-blood of the people remained 
within it. Every phase of cultural expression not only 
drew from the spoken and written literary tradition, but, 
for the greater part of Jewish history, was prohibited or 
deliberately neglected if it could not show a plain relation- 
ship and consonance with the spirit and the letters of Israel. 

The Jewish literary tradition was thus not only a seed 
bed for fertile imagination, but a regulative apparatus con- 
trolling every phase of self-expression, down to the slight- 
est gestures, under the idea of Israel’s special relation to 
God. Every national custom had to pass muster before its 
critical analysis. Everything in it, and it recorded the 
whole experience of a world-people, had to be rationalized 
according to the scriptures, precedents and the fourfold 
traditional logic of a universal religion. Nothing like it 
has ever been seen. 

The theological domination of Jewish literature has 
passed away in the measure that religion has dwindled to 
the position it occupies in Gentile society. Jewish litera- 
ture has grown freer and more secular and at the same time 
of less concern to the community. 

Secularization has had a strange effect on the assimilabil- 
ity of the Jewish people, and on their attachement to their 
folk customs. A part of Jewish customs had always been 
loosely held to, picked up and dropped out of mere con- 
venience in the various countries they migrated to. That 
part was dropped here with little concern. Another part 
had become national tradition because it succeeded in 
gaining the sanction of religion. The secularization of the 
Jewish community tended to undermine the basis for 
holding to those customs. The result was that Jews clung 
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to their national customs much less uniformly than did 
for instance, Slavs, Germans or Italians. 

Jewish literature, of course, has become practically a lost 
continent to the mass of American Jews. Certainly, there 
can be no talk of its positive influence on the Jews of 
America, because that influence was always dependent on 
a great system of popular education through which practi- 
cally all Jews became acquainted with considerable portions 
of Jewish literature, and large numbers of scholars became 
thoroughly familiar with its millenial traditions. The best 
efforts of the American Jewish community have not suc- 
ceeded in making more than a small number of students 
familiar with as much of Jewish literature as was the 
common possession of the mass of Eastern European Jews. 

Yet Jewish literature has left its plain stamp on the 
American Jews, in much the same way that Gentiles have 
inherited tricks of thought and expression and essential 
points of view from the Church Fathers and the legends 
of their religious literature. 

The cultural tradition of the Jews has more explicit 
moral bearing than the folk customs of other nationalities, 
which are frequently only aesthetic variations on moral prin- 
ciples borne by the Church. From this point of view it 
certainly deserves preservation as much as any other but 
unfortunately the exertion required to preserve it is much 
greater than the Jews, or any other people, are likely to 
put out for any but religious reasons. There is slight pos- 
sibility that more than a handful of American Jews will 
ever make Jewish literature a positive creative force in 
their lives. 

But even in our ignorance, Jewish tradition and its differ- 
ences from Christian tradition is what we Jews are. The 
growing literature in English on Jewish history and litera- 
ture, of which Waxman’s four volumes are a noteworthy 
addition, may not suffice to bring us back into its main 
stream of creation, but they can give American Jews that 
understanding and sense of proportion which knowledge 
of origins brings. An awareness of the sources of our 
difference is the first and crucial step towards making terms 
with it. It would be a great step towards the character edu- 
cation of Jewish children, and would considerably reinforce 
the emotional stability of their parents also, if every Jewish 
family had copies of Waxman’s books, Salo Baron's His- 
tory of the Jews, the Jewish Encyclopedia, Graetz, or 
popular versions of those books, just as so many parents 
used to buy the Book of Knowledge to widen their off- 
springs’ mental horizon, and help them get good marks 
in school. 

BEN HALPERN 


BOOKS FOR ZIONISTS 


MAX NORDAU TO HIS PEOPLE, A Summons and a 
Challenge. Introduction by B. Netanyahu. Published for 
the Nordau Zionist Society by Scopus Publishing Com- 
pany Inc., New York, 218 pp, $2.50. 


During the past year the Zionist Organization of Amer- 
ica, through the Youth and Education Department, made 
a fine beginning in the field of cultural activity. Whether 
this beginning is likely to be continued is another question. 
The policy of the Zionist Youth and Education Depart- 
ment emphasized almost exclusively the popular side of 
Zionist culture. No one can deny that this side is the more 
apparently urgent one. But not even the undeniable ignor- 
ance of the elements of Zionism by most Zionists can 
dispense with the need for Zionist literature of a more ser- 
ious kind. There is definitely need for both—for Alex 
Bein’s biography of Herzl as well as for a popular pamphlet 
on Yehuda Halevi. 

Except for the above-mentioned biography of Herzl 
which was published by the Jewish Publication Society, 
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all serious Zionist books this «year were published by the 
Scopus Publishing Company. So far there have appeared 
Excerpts from Herzl’s Diaries, Outline of Zionist History, 
Federated Palestine and now Max Nordau to His People. 

The book before us is one which no intelligent Zionist 
can afford to do without. Max Nordau’s address at the 
First Zionist Congress is one of the great classics of Zionist 
thought; his address at the Second Congress is a more lucid 
and more interesting presentation of the Dreyfus case and 
its underlying causes than one would find in a book devoted 
to the discussion of the case; the address at the Fifth Cong- 
ress presenting a picture of the Jewish economic situation 
is hardly inferior to the address at the First Congress which 
was termed by Nordau’s bitterest opponent in the Zionist 
movement, Achad Ha-am, as a prophetic oration. And so 
on. These addresses delivered forty and forty five years 
ago are just as important today as they were then. Today, 
one hundred and fifty years after the emancipation of the 
Jews in France—now completely abolished—it is well to 
ponder on these words: “The emancipation of the Jews 
was not the consequence of the conviction that grave 
injury had been done to a race . . . it was solely the result 
of the geometric mode of thought of French rationalism of 
the 18-the century.” (p. 65) Or, what is a more succinct 
and telling description of the Jewish economic situation 
than the following: “Our day laborers can not search for the 
best markets. Our tradesmen hang tremblingly on a thin 
thread of credit. Our artisans have to discover America 
each for himself. Our students are men who have had no 
time to study” or, “The Jew has no alternative between 
boycott and reduced prices” (pp. 132, 133). Netanyahu’s 
introduction of 59 pages is very informative and interest- 
ingly and vigorously written. Here and there there is an 
unmistakable alien twang in the English. But it is a 
fast-moving account of Nordau’s life, one of the best I have 
read for the size. Netanyhaus Introduction is a very impor- 
tant part of a very important book. In fairness to the book 
the reader ought to be warned not to judge it by the short 
piece on the jacket: That is by far the poorest part of it. 
As a “teaser” it is hardly adequate. The book is far better 
than that. 

M. Z. R. F. 





Among the Christian friends of the Zionist movement 
none is better known and better liked by the Jews than 
Col. Tosiah C. Wedgewood. Recently Mr. Wedgewood pub- 
lished his autobiography.* 

There is very little about Zionism in this book by a man 
who wrote and spoke on Zionism and who knows Jews 
and Zionism as much as any non-Jew living. But there are 
some passages which deserve to be quoted: “I found the 
worst British Administration in the whole Empire, and 
the best Jews in the whole world” (p. 194); or, “I think 
they (the Germans) must hate the Jews, partly because 
they are somewhat like them in mind. When I complain 
now, as I often do, that Jews fawn on power, I see in that 
distressing vice all German history . . . where all have for 
long, for so long bent double before Graf, Herzog, Koenig, 
Rat and Uniform. The Prient comes as far as the Rhine.” 
(p. 28). It would also surprise the reader that Mr. Wedge- 
wood knew nothing of Zionism until 1916 when he found 
himself on Gallipoli and met Trumpeldor and Jabotinsky. 

The book cannot be recommended for its good writing. 
Wedgewood is singularly inarticulate, more in this book 
than in any other I have seen. But the interesting and lov- 
able personality of the author can be felt throughout. 
Wedgewood is highly educated, a very kindly and a very 
brave man. He combines extreme liberalism and even rad- 





* Memoirs of 1 Fighting Life by Colonel! The Right Hon. J. C. Wedve- 
wood, D.S.0., M.P. Foreword by The Right Hon. Winston Churchill, M.P., 
Hutchison and Co., London, 254 pp. 
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icalism with consistent British imperialism, in fact, he is 
almost as convinced that the British Empire—as he envis- 
ages it—is indispensable to the progress of socialism, as 
a Communist feels that way about Soviet Russia. He is 
modest in spite of the fact—or perhaps because of the fact— 
that he is descended from a long line of celebrities and that 
great Charles Darwin, a close relation, was a frequent 
visitor at the house when “Jos.” was a little boy. He led a 
full, rich and interesting life. He fought in the Boer War, 
was a member of Milner’s South African Administration 
after the War, he fought very gallantly, and was wounded 
in the Great War, and played a prominent role in British 
politics, without ever having occupied an important posi- 
tion. He is too independent to fit into any party machine. He 
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has humor—sometimes impish humor. At his advanced 
age, he is still a boy. “Why did I write this autobiography? 
Primarily, because Mssrs. Hutchinson suggested it and are 
willing to pay me handsomely. They think that when I die 
all the press will speak so well of me that even if it does not 
sell before it will do so then.” He is thoroughly English, 
and he represents the best that is in English liberal tradi- 
tion. Says Churchill in his Foreword: “Were I asked for 
the best evidence of the virtues of our democracy I would 
cite the whole political life of my old and gallant friend, 
Jos. Wedgewood . . . The distressed of the whole world have 
learnt to look to him, and through him to Parliament, for 
a patient hearing and the redress of wrongs.” 
M. Z. R. F. 
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A special meeting of the Administra- 
tive Committee was held on December 
8, 1941 to consider a number of prob- 
lems in connection with recent politi- 
cal developments in the Zionist sphere 
as well as in the country in general. 
The League, through a telegram by Dr. 
Seidel, pledged its support to the Presi- 
dent in the country’s war effort, stating: 

“WE PLEDGE OUR LOYAL AND 
UNSTINTED SUPPORT TO OUR 
COUNTRY UNDER YOUR 
LEADERSHIP, IN THE FIRM 
CONVICTION THAT THE 
CAUSE OF RIGHT AND JUSTICE 
REPRESENTED BY THE GOV- 
ERNMENT OF THE UNITED 
STATES WILL TRIUMPH AND 
AN ORDER OF PERMANENT 
AND JUST PEACE WILL 
CROWN THE SACRIFICES OF 
OUR PEOPLE.” 

By a letter dated December 11, our 
message was acknowledge with thanks 
by the President’s Secretary. 

To implement the resolution a cir- 
cular letter was sent to all chapter 
officers, covering a variety of sugges- 
tions for getting our individual mem- 
bers, as well as units, to do their share 
in our country’s fight. 

During the month two publications 
of value were issued by the League. It 
is hoped that the booklet on member 
ship will be utilized to the fullest by 
the chapters, since a number of very 
favorable comments have been received 
from various quarters as to the value 
and the practicability of its suggestions. 
Naturally, the job of implementing 
any membership drive must ultimately 
rest in the hands of chapter leadership. 

Dr. Seidel’s Hanukah letter to the 
membership was well received in all 
quarters and it is hoped that many 
members will answer his plea for a 
new member as their “Hanukah gelt” 
gift to the League. It is one kind of 
Hanukah gift that is acceptable at any 
time after the traditional holiday. 


Four delegates were designated to 
represent the League at the United Pal- 
estine Appeal Conference in Cleveland: 
Mr. Suggs Garber, Dr. Henry Gold- 
blatt; Dr. A. S. Kohanski, and Rabbi 
Samuel Wohl. 


ALBANY, N. Y. has a new slate of 
officers: Nathan Axelrod, Chairman; 
Ida M. Cohen, Vice-President; Yuva 
Axelrod, Treasurer; Lena Engelstein, 
Recording Secretary; Ruth Aron, Cor- 
responding Secretary; Sholom Traub, 
Cultural Chairman; Esther Traub, Soc- 
ial Chairman; Dr. I. Drapkin and Beat- 
rice Berg, Membership Committee; and 
Fannie Leibowitz, Publicity Chairman. 

CHICAGO ALBANY PARK CHAPTER: 
December meeting took place at the 
home of Mr. and Mrs. Robert Aronson 
with Dr. D. Rabelsky and Rabbi A. 
Neuberger as special guests. The Chap- 
ter is now in the midst of its Geverk- 
shaften Campaign. It is asking each 
member to GIVE or GET $15 (each 
couple—$25). The Campaign in the 
League is being conducted by Mrs. 
Joseph Levinthal and Mrs. A. H. Bod- 
anis. Among the special functions 
being planned for the Campaign are: 
A musicale at the home of Mr. and 
Mrs. A. Bodanis; a Supper Party at the 
home of the Nachumsohns; an Evening 
devoted to Jewish Humor, at the home 
of the chapter President, Mrs. Rose 
Leibman. The Chapter has also been 
making a practice of sponsoring Friday 
evening services at various Chicago 
temples, and dedicating them to the 
League: For instance, on January 2, 
Mr. Meyer Halushka will be the speak- 
er at the Beth Israel Temple. 

DETROIT chapters have sent the na- 
tional office $100 a/c for the Education 
and Publications Fund, and have prom- 
ised an additional check very soon. 
They raised this money at their “Jew- 
ish Frontier Anniversary Dinner.” 

NEWARK “POLEVSKI” CHAPTER is 
responsible for an innovation worth 
imitating: The ticket of admission to 


the tempting Hanukah party at the 
home of Mr. and Mrs. Ralph Wechsler, 
was a 1941-42 League membership 
card. At the chapter's last regular meet- 
ing, Isaac Imber of New York spoke 
on the work and problems of the 
Hechalutz. 

PHILADELPHIA: Chaver Moshe Lev- 
in, Histadrut delegate to Habonim, ad- 
dressed a very well attended meeting of 
the chapter the day of the attack on 
Pearl Harbor. Despite the tension of 
the day, the members deserted their 
radios and came to listen to Chaver 
Levin. 

SPRINGFIELD, MASS. reports a well- 
rounded program for the rest of the 
year, integrated with the chapter activ- 
ities thus far held. Members will be 
hosts at various meetings held in their 
homes or in the Jewish Center, and the 
plan for the rest of the year calls for 
the following: Jan. 18—“The Palestine 
We Hope to See”—A Symposium; Pal- 
estine Movies; Feb. 15—‘“Forty Years 
of the Jewish National Fund— An 
Adventure in Modern Colonization” ;— 
March 15—“The Springfield Jewish 
Community—A Critique, Its Successes 
and Shortcomings”; April 19—“Jewish 
Music Appreciation” with illustrations, 
vocal, instrumental, and records; May 
15—Closing Meeting of the Year— 
Reports, Evaluations, Election of Offi- 
cers—A Sh’vuot Program, in Song 
and Story. Also the following special 
events: Annual Purim Ball and Mas- 
querade—March 3; Third Seder, April 
4, and Annual Picnic, June 16. 

The Geverkshaften Campaign in 
New York City will open formally 
with a rally on January 18 at the Hotel 
Commodore, at which the guests will 
be the National President, Dr. Herman 
Seidel; and Professor Hayim Fineman. 
A musical program is planned to round 
out the occasion. Chapters are expect- 
ed to make a special effort this year to 
raise their full quotas as the need for 
aid for Labor Palestine is particularly 
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important now, with the Jewish com- 
munity playing a very significant role 
as a lesser arsenal of democracy in the 
Near East and as a source of man 
power for the armies of the Near East. 
In connection with their Geverkshaften 
activities a number of chapters will 
participate in the concert of the Trade 
Union Division of the campaign to be 
held at Carnegie Hall on January 24, 
1942. The program will include the 
following artists: Isidor Achron, Pian- 
ist; Sidor Belarsky, Basso Cantante; 
Anna Kaskas, Contralto of the Metro- 
politan Opera; and Mishel Piastro, 
Concertmaster of the New York Phil- 
harmonic. 

Chapter activities in the metropol- 
itan area have included the following: 

BRONX GROUP December 7 with 
Yochanan Levine from Poland speak- 
ing in Yiddish on “Emigration, Wand- 
ering, and Aliyah.” 

BIALIK CHAPTER had Samuel Duker 
at the November 30 meeting. 

’ HEBREW-SPEAKING A. D. GORDON 
CHAPTER heard Mahla Gitlin, Pales- 
tine delegate to Habonim, at its De- 
cember meeting, at the home of Mr. 
and Mrs. Mordecai Zeldner. Chavera 
Gitlin’s topic: “Religious Yearnings in 
Cooperative Settlements.” On January 
9, Chaver Shalom Wurm, Palestine 
delegate to Hechalutz and Habonim, 
will address the group on “Twenty 
Years Colonization in the Emek.” 

MANHATTAN and SOCIAL WoRK- 
ERS’ chapters sponsored a joint Hanu- 
kah Party and Dance Recital at the 
Studio of Benjamin Zemach. 

Ellis Radinsky, member of the Ad- 
ministrative Committee, spoke at the 
Paterson Y.M. and Y.W.H.A. on “Lab- 
or Palestine and the World Crisis” on 
December 7. 
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PIONEER WOMEN’S 
ORGANIZATION 


Call to Membership to 
Mobilize for Civilian Defense 


In response to the urgent call issued 
by the National Executive of the Pio- 
neer Women’s Organization and its 
national secretariat, Sara Feder and 
Dvora Rothbard, to the members of 
its 225 clubs in the United States and 
Canada, to participate to the fullest ex- 
tent in civilian and home defense, clubs 
throughout the country enrolled in 
their local defense councils during the 
week of Chanuka. 

Issued immediately following the 
declaration of war by Congress, the 
message to the membership reads in 
part: “Be ready for any call that may 
come. Register for civilian defense in 
your city through your club. Take an 
active part in the organization of your 


neighborhood. Participate in the pro- 
tection of school children. Buy defense 
bonds. Continue your normal activities 
in your club with renewed energy and 
vigor. 

“Our work goes on! Palestine is now 
America’s second line of defense as 
the strongest ally of Great Britain in 
the Middle East. Palestine Jews are 
doing their maximum, giving their 
young men for service and preparing 
their women for the Home Front, yet 
continuing to build for the refugees 
who have come and who are arriving 
daily. 

“The Working Women’s Council in 
Palestine has been training and mobil- 
izing women to take men’s places in 
Civilian Defense! It is part of our 
patriotic duty now to make it possible, 
by our increased effort, that they con- 
tinue and enlarge their work. 

“. . . Together with the women of 
Great Britain, Russia, China and Pal- 
estine, we will make every possible 
effort in the great struggle for freedom 
and justice.” 

Reports continue to come from clubs 
throughout the country on civilian and 
home defense activities that they are 
conducting as units in their commun- 
ities. 


Transmissions to 
Moatzath Hapoaloth 


The first transmissions for the year 
1941-42 totalling $20,000 have already 
been cabled to the Moatzath Hapoaloth 
(Working Women’s Council), $14,- 
000 having been forwarded by the 
National Executive and $6,000 by the 
headquarters of the Canadian clubs. 
The most recent development in the 
activities of the Working Women’s 
Council is its participation in the 
mobilization of the women of Pales- 
tine. The enlistment of women in spec- 
ial units was first urged at the Confer- 
ence of the W.W.C. in November. Ada 
Fishman, of the secretariat of the Moat- 
zath Hapoaloth and outstanding leader 
of the working women’s movement in 
Palestine, was one of the representa- 
tives at the conference of the Central 
Council of Jewish Women’s Organiza- 
tions held on December 25th to plan 
participation of women in the Auxil- 
iary Territorial Service. Enrollment 
of women in the ATS began last 
Tuesday. 


Yehudith Simchonit’s Tour 


During the month of December 
Yehudith Simchonit, delegate of the 
Working Women’s Council to the 
Pioneer Women’s Organization, ad- 
dressed a number of clubs in the East, 
including Fall River, Boston (regional 
conference and donor dinner), Hart- 
ford, Wilkes Barre, Newark and a 
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number of clubs in Greater New York. 
Her itinerary for January includes: 
January 2—New Haven; January 5— 
Providence; Jan. 6—N. Y. clubs (home 
defense meeting); Jan. 8-)—Young- 
town;—Jan. 11—Flint; Jan. 11-16— 
Detroit; Jan. 19-20—Akron; Jan. 21- 
23—Cleveland; Jan. 24-26—St. Louis; 
Jan. 27-28—Kansas City, Mo. 


Regional Conferences 


In accordance with the decision of 
the National Executive, a number of 
regional conferences have been held in 
the course of the past few months; the 
Eastern Regional Conference held in 
New York, in September; Middle- 
Western Conference, at Chicago, in 
October; Ohio-Michigan Conference, 
at Toledo, in November; New England 
Conference, at Boston, in December. 
The next conferences are to be held 
in Montreal (Eastern Canadian) and 
Nashville (South Eastern), both on 
February 14th-15th. : 


Representation at Conferences 


The National Executive was repre- 
sented at the following conferences: 
Geverkshaften Campaign Convention, 
(New York) through Feigel Benson, 
Rebecca Block, Feigel Berkinblitt, 
Leah Brown, Sara Feder, Sonia Kamen- 
etsky, Dvora Rothbard, Anna Schloss- 
berg, Rachel Siegel; Inter-American 
Jewish Conference, (Baltimore) 
through Yehudith Simchonit, Sara 
Feder, Dvora Rothbard, Rachel Siegel, 
Anna Schlossberg; Jewish National 
Fund Conference, (New York) 
through Rebecca Bloch, Dvora Roth- 
bard, Feigel Benson, Anna Schlossberg; 
Cyco, Benson, Wohl, Rothbard, 
Schlossberg Feder, Kamenetsky. The 
following were elected as members of 
the National Board of Cyco: Sara 
Feder, Dvora Rothbard, Dr. Sonia 
Kamenetsky. 


Cultural Materials Issued 


The following cultural materials 
have recently been sent to the clubs: 
Cultural Calendar for the year 1941-42, 
Chanukah Bulletin, Moatzath Hapoal- 
oth Bulletin, 20 Years Emek Jezreel 
and biographical sketches in connec- 
tion with special anniversaries to be 
celebrated this year. Other materials 
are now in process of preparation. 


DAIRY FOOD SERVED AT ITS BEST 


VeNDeTAS 


DAIRY RESTAURANT 
2270 BROADWAY, N. Y. C. 
BET. 81-82 STS. ENobicort 2-2030 
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Claude McKay, S. K. A Com- 

munication by Claude McKay.. April 
History of the Jews in Rome by 

Herman Vogelstein, Ben Halpern Aug. 
I Have Considered the Days by 

Cyrus Adler, Ben Halpern . Oct. 
Jacob, by Irving Fineman, H. B. H. Oct. 
Jewish Fate and Future, by Arthur 

Ruppin, B. Weinryb........... Feb. 
Leaves from a Rabbi's Notebook 

by Max Raisin, M. Z. R. F. Aug. 
Old—New Land, by Theodore 

Herzl, Marie Syrkin PE Ler IP July 
Quest: The Evolution of A Scien- 

tist, by Leopold Infeld, Ben 

Halpern. SRE PAE Pe Aug. 
Theodore Herzl by Alex Bein, Ben 

. SiR pees sere tos Sap i June 
The World Crisis and Jewish Sur- 

vival by Abba Hillel Silver, 

Maurice N. Eisendrath..... Sept. 
Toward A Solution by Israel Gold- 

stein, Alexander S. Kohanski... June 
Undefeated by Solomon Goldman. 

(ee a nares Oct 
Universal Jewish Encyclopedia, 

Mi2.: RF. June 
We Escaped, Introd. ‘by William 

Allan Neilson, A. L........... June 
Where Angels Dared to ‘Tread by 

V. F. Calverton, Heinrich Infeld Aug. 
Youth Amidst the Ruins, published 

by Hashomer Hatzair, Nachum 

CRUUUMEES dF. caine cae ws sleig nets Aug. 
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EXTRA FLAVOR! ExTRA VALUE! 
IN THESE KOSHER BEANS 


Heinz Vegetarian Beans Are Baked Through 


and Through...A Tasty Dish, Economical and 
Easy-to-Prepare 
When the budget says “Slow up” and the clock says “Speed up” 


Heinz Vegetarian Beans answer the problem. Prepared in a jiffy, 


they are a favorite with the whole family. Truly a pareve”meichel”! 








